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London

London is the capital of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, situated on both sides of the Thames River; it's the political, financial, commercial, industrial, and cultural centre of Great Britain. It is the largest city in Europe with the total population of about 8 million people (over 12 million with the suburbs). About one fifth of the total population of the UK lives in Greater London, that is in London with its suburbs.

London is home for the headquarters of all government departments, Parliament, the monarch and all the major legal institutions. It's the coun​try's business and banking centre and the centre of its transport network. It contains the headquarters of national television networks and of all the national newspapers. The financial services sector is a major source of overall employment in London.

Consumer goods, clothing, precision instruments, jewelry, and stationery are produced in London, but manufacturing has lost a number of jobs in the once-dominant textile, furniture, printing, and chemical-processing industries as firms have moved outside the area. Engineering and scientific research are also important to the economy, as is tourism. The city is a centre for road, rail, and air (its airports include Heathrow and Gatwick), and it is now linked to the Continent by a high-speed rail line under the English Channel. London still remains one of the world's greatest ports. It exports manufactured goods and imports petroleum, tea, wool, raw sugar, timber, butter, metals, and meat.

The original walled city of London (then Londinium) founded by Romans was quite small. In the Middle Ages it did not contain the Parliament or the royal Court, because it would have interfered with the interests of the merchants and traders living there. It was in Westminster, another city outside London's walls, that these national institutions met. Today, both 'cities' are just two areas in Central London. The City is London's commercial centre; it is also referred to as the 'Square Mile of Money' because of its area. The Bank of England, Lloyd's, the stock exchange, the Royal Exchange and numerous other banks and investment companies have their headquarters there. The City of Westminster contains London's most famous tourist attractions: Westminster Abbey, the Houses of Parliament and so on.

Other well-known areas of London include the West End and the East End. The former is one of the main tourist attractions of London, where Buckingham Palace and quite a number of world-famous museums are located. It is famous, too, for its theatres, luxurious hotels and restaurants, and expensive shops. The latter is known as a poorer residential area of London.

Central London makes up only a very small part of Greater London. The majority of Londoners live in its suburbs, millions of them commuting into the centre every day to work.

London is a cosmopolitan city. People of several races and many nationalities live there. A survey carried out in the 90s found that 137 different languages were spoken in the homes of just one district of London.

Topical Vocabulary

	• total population
	общее население

	home for the headquarters
	место расположения центрального офиса

	government department
	министерство

	the monarch
	монарх

	a major legal institution
	основное судебное учреждение

	transport network
	транспортная сеть

	• the headqurters of the national television networks
	центральный офис национальных телесетей

	the financial services sector
	сектор финансовых услуг

	overall employment
	общая занятость

	• consumer goods
	потребительские товары

	precision instruments
	точные приборы

	jewelry
	ювелирные изделия

	stationary
	канцелярские принадлежности

	textile industry
	текстильная промышленность

	printing
	печатное дело

	chemical processing
	переработка химических продуктов

	high-speed rail line
	скоростная железнодорожная ветка

	to export manufactured goods
	экспортировать готовые товары

	to import petroleum
	импортировать нефть

	raw sugar
	сахар-сырец

	timber
	лес (материал)

	• the original walled city of London
	первоначальный Лондон, окруженный стенами

	to be founded by the Romans
	быть основанным римлянами

	the royal Court
	Королевский суд

	to interfere with the interests of smb
	противоречить интересам кого-либо

	stock exchange
	фондовая биржа

	Royal Exchange
	Королевская биржа

	investment company
	инвестиционная компания

	• the former/the latter
	первый/второй из перечисленных

	luxurous hotel
	роскошная гостиница

	a residential area
	спальный район

	to make up
	составлять

	Greater London
	Большой Лондон

	a cosmopolitan city
	космополитический город

	to carry out a survey
	произвести обзор


Translate the following sentences into English.

1. Лондон — столица Великобритании и ее политический, финансовый, коммерческий, промышленный и культурный центр.

2. Около одной пятой всего населения Великобритании живет в Большом Лондоне, то есть Лондоне с пригородами.

3. Там находятся все центральные учреждения правительственных организаций, парламент, монарх, основные судебные учреждения, центральные офисы телесетей, он является центром транспортной сети страны.

4. Финансовый сектор — основной источник общей занятости в Лондоне.

5. Многие товары производятся в Лондоне, такие как потребительские товары, одежда, точные приборы, ювелирные изделия и канцелярские принадлежности.

6. Когда-то доминировавшие в Лондоне текстильная промышленность, производство мебели, и переработка химических продуктов были вынесены за границы района, что привело к потере рабочих мест в промышленности.

7. Лондон экспортирует промышленные товары и импортирует нефть, чай, сахар, лес и так далее, значение для экономики также представляют научные исследования.

8. Первоначальный Лондон, окруженный стеной, был основан римлянами, парламент и королевский двор находились не в нем, чтобы не вступать в противоречие с интересами купцов.

9. Финансовый центр Лондона — Сити, который называют «квадратной милей денег», там находятся банки, фондовая биржа, Королевская биржа и многочисленные инвестиционные компании.

10. К другим известным районам Лондона относятся Вест-Энд и Ист-Энд, первый является основным центром интереса туристов в Лондоне и содержит многочисленные достопримечательности, роскошные отели и рестораны, второй является более бедным районом Лондона.
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Doing the Sights. Museums

London's Parks

Visitors to London are amazed by the number and variety of London's parks. There are, for example, ten Royal Parks: St James's Park, Green Park, Kensington Gardens, Regent's Park, Greenwich Park, Richmond Park, Hampton Court, Home Park, Primrose Hill, Bushey Park. Within these parks, visitors can enjoy such pleasures as grassy slopes (склон) to lie on, rose gardens, boating on lakes, children's playgrounds, palaces, horseback riding, cycling, bowling, outdoor dining at cafes, kite flying, football, cricket, sailing model boats, puppet shows, art exhibits, golf and tennis, zoos, rugby, museums and jogging. Then there are the parks formerly controlled by the Greater London Council. These parks—Hampstead Heath or Battersea Park to name but two—are just as famous as the Royal Parks. There are also the parks controlled by the City of London. Neither the ordinary visitor nor the Londoner really cares which governing body controls which park. The pleasure of a park is the park itself. Millions of words in books, magazines and newspapers have been written about London's parks. Because it would be impossible to describe all London's parks in this short reading passage, we will concentrate on one—London's newest park, called Burgess Park. Many people consider Burgess Park to be the most unusual park in the world. Most agree that only in London could such a park be created.

You do not come to Burgess Park for its natural beauty. If you want beauty, you would do better to go to St James's Park, Regent's Park or Kensington Gardens. If you want open space, you should go to Richmond Park. If you want trees, you should go to Epping Forest. If you want history, you should go to Greenwich Park or Hampton Court. If you want literary associations, you should go to Hampstead, home of the poet Keats as well as many of today's best-known writers.

If, however, you want to visit London's first ecological park, then Burgess Park is the place for you. Founded in 1977, its creation has been entirely different from the setting up of London's other parks. While other parks have tried over the centuries to save their open spaces from the advance of housing estates, Burgess Park has created a park where there was no open parkland by demolishing (paзpyшениe) all the existing buildings. No one, anywhere in the world, has ever bulldozed an urban landscape on such a scale (уровень, масштаб) before, just to produce an area of open space.

If you are interested in seeing a park in the making, a park bringing nature to the city dweller for serious study or simple enjoyment, make a visit to Burgess Park.

From 'Background to London'

London's Parks

Test

1. There are ... Royal Parks in London.

a) ten;

b) five;

2. The Londoner ... which governing body controls which park.

a) doesn't care;

b) really cares;

3. Burgess Park is the most... park in the world.

a) unusual;

b) usual;

4. If you want beauty, you would do better to go to ...

a) Kensington Gardens.

b) Burgess Park.

5. If you want open space, you should go to ...

a) Regent's Park.

b) Richmond Park.

6. If you want trees, you should go to ...

a) Epping Forest.

b) Greenwich Park.

7. If you want history, you should go to ...

a) St James's Park.

b) Greenwich Park or Hampton Court.

8. Hamstead is home of the poet...

a) Byron.

b) Keats.

9. If you want to visit London's first ecological park, you should go to ...

a) Burgess Park.

b) Green Park.

10. Burgess Park...

a) has tried to save its own space from the advance of housing estates.

b) has bulldozed an urban landscape and produce an area of open space.
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The Tower of London

There is no denying that the Tower has from its beginning served both as a prison and a place of execution. Many prisoners lived out their lives in cold, damp cells. Many laid their heads on the executioner's chopping block (плаха). Among the victims were noblemen, politicians and two of Henry VIII's wives—Anne Boleyn and Catherine Howard, Before the Tower became an infamous prison, it was at the centre of British history. William I, the victorious Norman conqueror of England in 1066, had a wooden fortress built on the site to discourage (отбивать охоту) Londoners from staging (организовывать) an uprising against him. It was William the Conqueror, as he became known, who first recognized that a fortress at this point on the River Thames would quickly sight any hostile force approaching up the river from the Channel. By the time the first English monarch used the Tower as a royal residence, it had become a mediaeval palace and England's strongest fortress.

It was during Henry VIII's reign that the Tower became the destination of the king's political enemies. Two of the features of the fortress, Traitor's Gate where all prisoners entered, and Tower Green where many knelt (стоять на коленях) before the executioner, became words known to most Londoners. Queen Elizabeth I, when she was arrested by her sister and brought to the Tower as a prisoner, passed through Traitor's Gate. So sure was she that she would soon move on to Tower Green that she was supposed to have said, 'I have taken my first step through Traitor's Gate to heaven.' Happily, Elizabeth emerged (выходить) from the tower unharmed. A number of her opponents when she was Queen were less lucky: they lost their heads on her command.

Elizabeth's successors greatly expanded (pacширять) the Tower. They built a Royal Mint (монетный двор), an Armoury and a museum. Although prisoners were held in the fortress as recently as World War II, public beheadings (обезглавливание) on nearby Tower Hill stopped in 1747. But the museum, with its splendid collection of armour and its fabulous (сказочный) display of the crown jewels, continues to exert a fascination for visitors. For almost forty years, it has headed the list of London's Most Popular Tourist Attractions.

From 'Background to London'

The Tower of London

Test

1. Among the victims were ...

a) only politicians.

b) noblemen, politicians, and two of Henry VIII's wives.

2. It was William I who first recognized that ...

a) the fortress would sight any hostile force approaching up the river.

b) the fortress would be the destination of the king's political enemies.

3. Tower Green was a place where ...

a) all prisoners entered.

b) many knelt before the executioner.

4. Queen Elizabeth I was arrested by her ... and brought to the Tower as a prisoner.

a) sister;

b) husband;

5. A number of Elizabeth I's opponents were...

a) more lucky than the Queen.

b) less lucky than the Queen.

6. Although prisoners were held in the fortress,...

a) public beheadings didn't stop in 1747.

b) public beheading stopped in 1747.

