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Приложение 3.

. The Tower of London
Read the text for yourselves and then aloud as well as you can.

   William the Conqueror began to build the Tower of London in 1066. He wanted to protect London from the enemies.  So he built this fortress. The Tower of London is 900 years old. It was a palace, a prison, a fortress and a zoo.

Kings sometimes got strange presents. About 700 years ago King Henry III got 3 leopards, aт elephant and a polar bear. He kept them in the Tower. The elephant died after two years but the polar  bear was happy. He could swim and fish in the Thames, but he had a strong rope round its neck. That was the start of the London Zoo. In 1835 all the animals left the Tower and were sent to the Zoo in Regent's Park.
   The oldest building in the Tower is the White Tower. There the kings of England lived and ruled the country. Today the Tower of London is a historical museum. About  150 people and 8 ravens live there. Ravens have always lived at the Tower. There is a story that they bring good luck to Britain, if they stay at the Tower. That's why they got meat and biscuits every day. But their wings are clipped so that they can't fly away. They are not very friendly. Once one of them bit a German minister. And more than 2 million people visit it every year.

Protect -   защищать

polar    -   полярный

leopard -  леопард

rope      -  веревка

to run the country - управлять страной

to clip the wings   - 
подрезать крылья
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