2. Серия занятий «Виртуальная экскурсия по Темзе»
Занятие 14: Along the Thames River on a Motor Launch
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Ход занятия (Занятие 14)

Teacher:”The world is a book and those who do not travel read only a page” said St.Augustine and today we have a trip down the river Thames. But it’s hard sailing when there is no wind and our guides will help us learn a lot of new things. The task of the tourists is to appraise the work of the guides, to add proverbs to their explanations and ask questions to them.

“Туристы” по ходу экскурсии добавляют в объяснения “гидов” подходящие пословицы, что позволяет из пассивных зрителей превратить эту категорию учащихся в заинтересованных участников действия.

Guide: Good morning!

Guest: Good morning! Can I help you?

Guide: We are in London for the first time. What could you suggest?

Guest: I can suggest a double-decker bus tour about London and a boat tour along the Thames. Which of these do you prefer? 

Guide: I think we’ll go on a boat tour.

Guest: Have a look on some leaflets about the most famous London sights.

Guide: Thanks a lot.

________________________________________________________________

Guide 1: Dear guests! You are welcome on board. A sightseeing trip by a riverboat is one of the best ways to see today's London, as there is so much of interest on both banks of the Thames from Tower Bridge to Westminster Bridge . As you know, London is a very old city. It’s about two thousand years old. About seven million people live here. The Thames is not a long river. It’s 130 kilometres long. The English people call it “The Father of London” 

Guide 2: We start our tour at Tower Bridge. It was opened in 1894 and it’s a masterpiece of Victorian engineering and architecture. The road over the bridge is built on two central sections; they let ships through two or three times a week. Tower Bridge is built in the Gothic style like its ancient neighbour, the Tower of London.

Guide 3: On the right bank of the river you can see the Tower of London. It is nine hundred years old. In the early days of history of England the English kings lived there. The walls of the Tower are five meters thick. In the museum you can see many old guns. 

“Beefeaters' secrets”

Гиды предлагают туристам вопросы по истории Тауэра и победителю присваивается звание тауэрского охранника-бифитера. 

· When was the Tower founded?

· Who founded it? 

· What is the symbol of the Tower?

· What legend about Tower ravens do you know?

· Who guards the Tower?

· What famous prisoners were there?

· For many centuries it served as… (continue)

Keys: 1. In the XIth century 

· William the Conqueror

· 3. Ravens 

· 4. If they leave the Tower the kingdom will fall. 

· 5. Yeomen warders or Beefeaters 

· 6. Queen Anne Boleyn, Guy Fawkes and Princess Elizabeth 

· 7. a fortress, a palace, a state prison, a royal treasury.

Guide 6. It’s interesting to know, that

– there are now twenty towers placed at intervals round the two defensive curtain walls, which were added by Henry III and his son Edward I in 1078;

– the biggest draw in the Tower are the Crown Jewels, which contain thousands of priceless jewels, including the legendary Koh-I-noor diamond; 

– on display are historic crowns, including St Edward’s crown and the Imperial State Crown used at Coronation; 

– the royal Sceptre, which holds the largest cut diamond in the world, the 530-carat Star of Africa is in the Crown Jewels too.

Beefeater:

The grey stones of the Tower could tell terrible stories of violence and injustice. Many saddest and cruellest events took place within the walls of the Tower. It was here that Thomas More,' the greatest humanist, was falsely accused and executed. Among famous prisoners executed at the Tower were Henry VIII's  wives: Anna Boleyn and Catherine Howard.' 

There is а legend that if the ravens disappear the Tower will fall. That is why the birds are carefully guarded. 

The White Tower ' was built by William the Conqueror to protect and control the City of London. 1t is the oldest and the most important building, surrounded by other towers, which all have different names. The most striking of them is the White Tower with the four corner towers, none of which is like the others. The Bloody Tower were used as prison. In the Green Tower only most notorious victims found their death.

There are two letters, Е. R., on the front of Beefeaters' tunics. They stand for the Queen's name Elizabeth Regina. The uniform is as it used to be in Tudor times.' 

Their everyday uniform is black and red, but on state occasions they wear а ceremonial dress: fine red state uniforms with the golden and black stripes and the wide lace-collar, which were in fashion in the 16th century. 

Every night at 10 р.m. at the Tower of London the Ceremony of the Keys or locking up of the Tower for the night takes place. 

· "Escort for the keys."

· "Halt, who comes there?"

· "The Keys." "Whose Keys?"

· "Queen Elizabeth's Keys," 

· "Advance Queen Elizabeth's Keys. All's well." 

 After the ceremony everyone who approaches the gate must give the password or turn away.

Guide 3: Now we are coming to London Bridge. It is two thousand years old. There were houses and shops on it and people paid money when they crossed the bridge. In 1960 the people of London wanted to build a large new bridge at this place. A very rich American bought the old London Bridge. The American brought the parts of the bridge on a ship to Arizona in the USA.

C: Excuse me. I’ve got a question. Why did that rich American buy the old London Bridge?

Guide 3: He wanted to show it to people for money.

Guide 4. In 1014 the bridge was pulled down to prevent the Danes from attacking London, giving rise to the nursery rhyme “London Bridge is Falling Down…” Much water has flown under the bridges since.

In 1209 a stone bridge replaced the wooden one with buildings all along both sides and a chapel in the middle. The bridge was finally replaced in 1831 by one designed by John Rennie. His bridge was reerected in the Arisona desert as a tourist attraction.

C: Thanks a lot.

Guest: In 1665 London was a busy, rich and crowded city. More than 400.000 people lived within the walls of London. The old city looked very picturesque with its narrow streets – so narrow that the people out of their bedroom windows on the street could shake hands with those living on the opposite side; the river was crowded with ships, and on the highest point of the city there stood the great church of Saint Paul. 

 But the pretty houses, the yards, the narrow streets were very dirty. Rubbish was thrown into the streets. The smell in some places was unbearable. 

 London was a very busy port and lots of ships came there daily. One day together with some goods, the Great Plague arrived in London on one of them. People fell ill, one after another, and in ten days died. Whole families died. Soon crowds of terrified people tried to run away from London. The country people did not let them come near their homes and many of them died on the roads. Plague had often came to the city but this time all life in London was at a standstill, the ships stopped coming, the streets were empty. 

 By the end of that summer there were not enough alive to bury the dead. In a few months nearly 100.000 died, about 1/3 of the population. 

 It was the winter cold that saved the city and the people. By December many who had gone away from London returned. Houses and theatres, shops and inns opened. London was itself again.

Guest: After the Plague of 1665 another great disaster came to London in 1666. It was the great Fire of London. 

A young and careless baker left a bundle of wood near a very hot oven *. In a few hours big flames were seen all along the narrow streets. All the houses, made of wood, soon were burning like paper. Small shops on the riverside full of goods caught fire at once. And from there — on to the houses of London bridge, the fire destroyed the water-wheel, so there was no more water to put out the fire, and soon 3 000 houses were in flames, and the fire was spreading fast, for there had been a long dry summer, and now a strong east wind was blowing. Everybody was trying to take away his goods. Many of the poor people took their things to the churches hoping they would be safe there. Booksellers carried valuable books into the cellers of St.Pauls Cathedral. There, they thought, they would be perfectly safe. But within a few hours the books were buried. 

The next day the wind changed, but nearly half the City was ruined. 

Four days later the wind dropped and parties of soldiers and sailors 
under the command of king Charles II and his brother had been at work blowing up houses so that there were only empty spaces across which the fire could not go. Soon it was under control, and the heavy rain that began at the end of the week made the task easier. 

Terrible damage had been done. But the fire really came as a blessing in disguise. It swept away the dirty crowded houses and the Plague. Under the genius of Sir Christopher Wren, a new St.Paul's and partly a new London with wider streets and healthier stone houses, arose from the ashes of the old City.

Guide 2. Now you can see an elegant Millennium Bridge which was built to link Bankside with St. Paul’s Cathidral.

Guide 4: And now we can visit St. Paul’s Cathedral. It was created by England’s greatest architect Sir Christopher Wren. The Cathedral was begun in 1675 and was finished only in 1710. It is considered to be a fine specimen of Renaissance architecture. 

The Cathedral is 515 ft long and 180 ft wide. Its famous dome* is the largest church dome in the world after St.Peter's in Rome. 

 In one of the twin baroque towers there is one of the largest bells in the world, Great Paul, weighing about 17,5 tons. 

Inside there is a wonderful mixture of architectural work, paintings, mosaics and statues which are monuments to generals and admirals who are buried there and among them Admiral Nelson and Wellington.

When Christopher Wren was 90 he was carried here once a year so that he could see his beautiful work. He himself is buried in the Cathedral. There is no monument to Christopher Wren but on his tomb in the centre of the Cathedral there is an inscription which reads: «If you seek a monument, look around». The inscription is in Latin. 

After looking round you can climb 263 steps to the Whispering Gallery,' which runs round the dome. It is called so, because if someone whispers close to the wall on one side, a person with his ear close to the wall on the other side can hear what is said. But if you want to reach the foot of the ball, you have to climb 637 steps. 

Globe

Scene 1

people say that the reason was his love of poetry and theatre. But there is another story which says that he had to run away from law because he e killed some deer belonging to a rich man. In London Shakespeare began to act and to write plays and soon ' became an important member of a well-known acting company. Most of his plays were performed in the new Globe Theatre built on the bank of the River Thames. In 1613 he stopped writing and went to live in Stratford where he died in 1616. 

Four hundred years later his plays are still acted — not only in England but in the whole world.

The story is told by Will Shakespeare's friend, Toby. 

Q 48. Will married Anne Hathaway in November, and she came 
to live in Henley Street. John Shakespeare was pleased that 
his oldest son was married, but I don't think Will's mother wanted 
him to marry so young: Will was only eighteen. 

Susannah was born the next year. All babies look the same to me, 
but Will was very pleased with her. 

"Look, Toby, she's got my eyes," he said happily. "She's going to 
be as beautiful as the Queen of Egypt, and as clever as King 
Solomon." 

"Oh yes!" I said. "All parents talk like that about their children." 
I knew Will's wife Anne didn't like me. To her, I was one of Will's 
wild friends, who got him into trouble. She came from a very serious, 
puritan' family. A lot of church-going, and no singing or dancing. 
But Will and I still went around together when we could. 

Soon there was another baby on the way, and one evening in 
February 1585 I hurried round to Henley Street to hear the news. 
Will's sister, Joan, opened the door, and then Will came running 
down the stairs. 

"It's two of them!" he said. "Twins! A girl and a boy. Isn't that 
wonderful!" Will called the twins Hamlet and Judith. John 
Shakespeare was very pleased to have his first grandson, and 
everyone was happy. For a while. 

Will was still reading and writing but he had changed. He was 
twenty-three now, and he was not happy with his life. 

"Stratford's too small, Toby," he said. "Too slow. Too quiet. Too 
boring. I've got to get away." 

"Yes, but how?" I asked. "You've got a family three young 
children, remember." 

He didn't answer. 

In the summer months companies of players often came to small 
towns, and in 1587 five different companies came to Stratford. Will 
and I always went to see the plays. Will loved to talk to the actors and 
to listen to all their stories of London. 

The Queen's Men came to Stratford in June, and we went to see 
the play. I don't remember what it was. I know that I laughed a lot, 
and that Will said it was a stupid play, with not a word of poetry in it. 

"Why don't you write a play yourself?" I told him. 

"Write a play?" He laughed. "Anne will never speak to me again. "
I didn't say anything, and Will looked at me and laughed again. 

It happened a few months later. I walked into the Shakespeare’s 
kitchen one evening, and there was Anne, with a red, angry face, 
shouting at the top of her voice. 

"How can you do this to me? And what about the children?" Then 
she saw me and stopped. 

Will was sitting at the table, and looked pleased to see me. "I've 
told Anne," he said quietly, "that I'm going to live in London. I want 
to be an actor, and to write plays, if I can." 

"Plays!" screamed Anne. "Acting! Actors are dirty, wicked 
people! They're all thieves and criminals! They drink all day and they 
never go to church..." 

"Don't be stupid, Anne. You know that's not true. Listen. I'll come 
home when I can, but I must go to London. I can't do anything in 
Stratford." He looked at me across the room. "Are you coming with 
me, Toby?" 

"How soon shall we start?" I asked. 

Say if it is true or false. 

1.
Shakespeare was born in the 16th century. 

2. 
Shakespeare's father 
was a clock-maker. 

3. William was poorly educated, but loved 
reading.

4. William Shakespeare had twin daughters. 

5. In 
1587 Shakespeare went to work in London. 

6. William Shakespeare 
wrote plays for the new Globe Theatre. 

Guide 1.We are passing under Hungerford Bridge and on the left-hand side we can see the oldest monument in London – Cleopatra’s Needle.

Guide 1. It’s a sixty-foot(18,3 m) Egyptian obelisk that was presented to Britain in 1819. It dates from 1475 BC, which makes it London’s oldest monument. It is as old as the hills. This obelisk was towed by sea in a specially built pontoon and was nearly lost in a storm in the Bay of Biscay. But a miss is as good as a mile. A time capsule was buried underneath it that contained a copy of a railway timetable and photographs of twelve beauties of the day.

Guide 2. We are approaching now the British Airways London Eye, a 450 foot high (137m) observation wheel that offers spectacular views over London.

Guide 5: And now we are making our tour up the Thames to the House of Parliament. It is the seat of the British government. There is the Clock Tower in the House of Parliament. The Clock Tower is 318 feet high. The man in charge of building was Sir Benjamin Hall. The man was very tall and the workers and his friends called him Big Ben. So they called the bell Big Ben too.

Guide 6: Behind the Houses of Parliament you can see Westminster Abbey

It is safe to say that the three most famous buildings in England are Westminster Abbey, the Tower of London and St. Paul's Cathedral. 

Westminster Abbey is a fine Gothic building, which stands opposite the Houses of Parliament. It is the work of many hands and different ages. The oldest part of the building dates from the eighth century. It was a monastery the West Minster.

The Chapel is of stone and glass, so wonderfully cut and sculptured that it seems unreal. It contains an interesting collection of swords and standards of the "Knights of the Bath".' The Abbey is famous for its stained glass.' 

Since the far-off time of William the Conqueror Westminster Abbey has been the crowning place of the kings and queens of England. The Abbey is sometimes compared with a mausoleum, because there are tombs and memorials of almost all English monarchs, many statesmen, famous scientists, writers and musicians. 

If you go past the magnificent tombstones of kings and queens, some made of gold and precious stones, past the gold-and-silver banners of the Order of the Garter,' which are hanging from the ceiling, you will come to the Poets' Corner. There many of the greatest writers are buried: Geoffrey Chaucer,' Samuel Johnson,' Charles Dickens, Alfred Tennyson", Thomas Hardy" and Rudyard Kipling." Here too, though these writers are not buried in Westminster Abbey, are memorials to William Shakespeare and John Milton," Burns and Byron, Walter Scott, William Makepeace Thackeray ' and the great American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow." 

Here in the Abbey there is also the Grave of the Unknown Warrior, a symbol of nation's grief. The inscription on the tomb reads: "Beneath this stone rests the body of a British Warrior unknown by name or rank brought from France to lie among the most illustrious of the land..." 

In the Royal Air Force Chapel there is a monument to those who died during the Battle  the most famous and decisive air battle over the territory of Britain in the Second World War.

Here in the Abbey there is also the Grave of the Unknown Warrior, a symbol of nation's grief. The inscription on the tomb reads: "Beneath this stone rests the body of a British Warrior unknown by name or rank brought from France to lie among the most illustrious of the land..." 

Guide 2. We finish our sightseeing trip at Westminster Bridge. We hope you did enjoy it. 

Guide 1: Dear guests! Our tour is over. I hope you liked it. 

 Викторина “London’s sights”.

Now we will see who was the most careful traveller. Please, answer our quiz questions:

Вопросы викторины и конкурс зашифрованных слов дают возможность проконтролировать степень участия учащихся в работе и закрепить полученные в ходе экскурсии знания. 

· What is the London Eye’s hight?

· What is the oldest monument in London?

· What bridge was built to link Bankside with St. Paul’s Cathedral on the north bank? 

· What bridge was built by the Romans?

· What new information about the Tower of London have you learnt?

· What can you tell about Tower Bridge?

·  The seat of the British government is…

a) The House of Parliament

b) Piccadilly Circus;

c) Hyde Park

12. The Americans bought…

a) Tower Bridge;

b) London Bridge;

c) Statue of Nelson;

Keys: 1. 137 metres 2. Cleopatra’s Needle 3. Somerset House 4. for Impressionist and Post-Impressionist Paintings 5. Tate Gallery 6. Millennium Bridge 7. London Bridge 8. Ship Belfast 9. about collection of Crown Jewels 10. It’s a masterpiece of Victorian engineering and architecture. 11 – а; 12 –  b.

Конкурс пословиц ”Much water has flown under the bridges since”
Данный этап урока развивает языковую интуицию учащихся, закладывает привычку думать лингвистическими понятиями. Высокий мотивационный потенциал пословиц состоит в том, что смысл их не лежит на поверхности, а для того, чтобы проникнуть внутрь, необходимо “подобрать правильный ключ”. 

Guide 1. The river Thames is so important in the life of the British that there is even a proverb about it “He will never set the Thames on fire”. There are more English proverbs dealing with rivers, bridges, water. They were used by our guides. Which ones?

Ученики называют пословицы, которые использовались в ходе экскурсии, затем им предлагаются карточки с пословицами.

Guide 2. Try to match English proverbs with Russian ones.

	A. He will never set the Thames on fire.

B. Much water has flown under the bridges since.

C. A great ship asks deep waters.

D. Sink or swim.

E. Never cross a bridge till you come to it.

F. Still waters run deep.

G. To come out dry.

H. To draw water with a sieve.

I. To break the ice.
	1. Выйти сухим из воды.

2. Носить воду в решете.

3. Он пороху не выдумает.

4. Большому кораблю большое плавание.

5. Много воды утекло с тех пор.

6. В тихом омуте черти водятся.

7. Сломать лёд.

8. Была не была.

9. Волков бояться – в лес не ходить


Keys: A 3, B5, C4, D8, E9, F6, G1, H2, I7.

Guide 2. Go on with our proverb quiz.

What London sights can be characterize with the proverbs: 

As old as the hills. 


Стар, как мир.

Rome was not built in a day. 

Рим не был построен в один день.

Keys: 1.Cleopatra Needle 2. London Bridge 

Песня

Elton John – The Bridge 

I've seen the bridge and the bridge is long

And they built it high and they built it strong

Strong enough to hold the weight of time

Long enough to leave some of us behind

[chorus:]

And every one of us has to face that day

Do you cross the bridge or do you fade away

And every one of us that ever came to play

Has to cross the bridge or fade away

Standing on the bridge looking at the waves

Seen so many jump, never seen one saved

On a distant beach your song can die

On a bitter wind, on a cruel tide

[repeat chorus]

And the bridge it shines

Oh cold hard iron

Saying come and risk it all

Or die trying

[repeat chorus]

Мозговой штурм «We are different – we are alike» 

(анализ общих моментов)

Подведение итогов урока, обсуждение участия каждого из учеников в проведённой экскурсии.

	Common points
	London
	Moscow

	Towers
	Tower
	The Kremlin

	Treasures
	Crown Jewel
	The Armory

	Churches
	St Paul Cathedral
	Christ the Saviour

	Fire
	1666
	1812

	Tower-clocks
	Big Ben
	Spaskaya Tower

	Round architecture
	The Globe
	Luzhniki

	big dipper 
	London Eye
	The Gorki Park

	
	Victoria
	Victoria's granddaughter 

	Rulers
	Henry VIII
	Ivan the Terrible

	Cathedrals
	Westminster Abbey
	The Novodevichy Convent


Отзыв туристов 

We hope you have enjoyed your visit along the Thames river today. 

We would value any comments you would like to make. These will help us maintain our high standards for those who visit us in future.

1) What did you like most about your visit?

…..............................................................................................................................

…..............................................................................................................................

2) Are there any ways in which your visit could have been improves?

…..............................................................................................................................

…..............................................................................................................................

3) Where are you from? (country or region)

…..............................................................................................................................

4) To which of the following are groups do you belong? (please tick one only)

10 - 15

16 - 24

25 - 34

35 - 44

45 - 54

55 +

5) How much time have you spent at the launch?

…..............................................................................................................................

…..............................................................................................................................

6) Any other comments?

…..............................................................................................................................

…..............................................................................................................................

…..............................................................................................................................

If you would like us to get touch with you about any future events please write your e-mail address below:............................................................................................

THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING THIS CARD
