«Рождество». Лингвострановедческий словарь с комментарием.
1. CHRISTMAS.CHRISTMAS TRADITIONS.

Christmas is on the 25th of December. It is the greatest holiday in Britain. In Britain people have many interesting Christmas traditions. 

2. CHRISTMAS TREE.

People began to celebrate Christmas many years ago. They began to decorate the evergreen tree and give presents to each other. They placed a large shining star at the top of the Christmas tree and many bright shining balls (red, blue, yellow, green, silver) from top to bottom. Nowadays children decorate the Christmas tree with tinsel, toys and flags. Every year there is a very big Christmas tree in the centre of London, in Trafalgar Square. This is a present from the people of Norway to Londoners.

evergreen – вечнозеленое (дерево)                       from top to bottom – сверху донизу
placed – помещали                                               tinsel – блестки, мишура
top – верхушка                                                     Trafalgar Square – Трафальгарская площадь
Norway – Норвегия 
3. CHRISTMAS STOCKING.
In the evening of the 24th of December children hang their Christmas stockings on their beds or put them under the Christmas tree. Father Christmas (Santa Claus) puts presents into them. A Christmas stocking is not a real stocking. It is big and beautifully decorated.

stockings – чулки 

Father Christmas – Рождественский дед, Дед Мороз (так его называют в Британии; в Америке принято другое название – Санта Клаус)

real – настоящий

4. HOLLY

Holly is an evergreen plant with sharp-pointed leaves and red berries. People use holly to decorate their hoes. It is a very old tradition. Long ago people began to put holly in their homes during the dark cold winters. They liked to look at holly and think about the spring and the sun.

holly – остролист
sharp-pointed – заостренные листья
red berries – красные ягоды
to decorate – украшать
5. MISTLETOE

Mistletoe is an evergreen plant with small leaves and small white berries. On Christmas Eve there is a bunch of mistletoe in every house. Under this bunch boys kiss girls.

mistletoe - омела
Christmas Eve – сочельник, канун Рождества (24 декабря)

bunch – букетик, пучок
kiss – целуют
6. CHRISTMAS PUDDING

Christmas pudding was first made many years ago. Now it is the highlight of Christmas dinner. Children often put holly on the pudding. Traditionally a coin is placed into the pudding. It brings good luck to a person who finds it.

pudding – пудинг (сладкий пирог; рождественский пудинг бывает обычно с изюмом и цукатами)                                            
highlight -  зд. самое главное угощение  

coin - монета
It brings good luck – Она приносит удачу

7. ROBIN.
Many years ago postmen had bright red coats. They looked like robins. At Christmas they brought many Christmas cards. And people began to think about a robin as a Christmas bird. You can see it on almost every Christmas card.
robin – малиновка (птичка с красной грудкой)
looked like – были похожи
cards – открытки

8. CANDLES AND CRACKERS
On Christmas Eve people like to light candles. If there are children in the family, they often have Christmas crackers. When you pull a cracker it makes a bang and inside there is usually a Christmas hat, a small toy and a piece of paper with a joke on it.

candles and crackers – свечи и хлопушки
to light candles – зажигать свечи 
 When you pull a cracker it makes a bang – Когда потянешь за хлопушку, она с треском разрывается
9. CHRISTMAS FLAGS

Before Christmas children make small flags. On these flags they paint British, American, French, German and other flags. They hang them on the Christmas tree or decorate the room with it.
paint – раскрашивают, расписывают
10. CHRISTMAS HATS
Christmas hats are made of coloured paper. Children and grown-ups like to wear them at Christmas.  coloured paper – цветная бумага
to wear – носить (шляпу)
grown-ups - взрослые
11. FATHER CHRISTMAS (SANTA CLAUS)

Father Christmas (Santa Claus) comes into children’s homes on Christmas Eve. He has a white beard, white and red clothes. He is always merry. They say he comes from the North Pole. He brings presents for the children.

beard - борода                                              the North Pole – Северный полюс 

merry – веселый
12. CHRISTMAS DINNER

People usually eat Christmas pudding, traditional Christmas turkey for Christmas dinner. The dinner ends with small round mince pies.
turkey - индейка                                                  mince pies – сладкие пирожки
13. CHRISTMAS CARD
Every English family sends and receives many Christmas cards. Traditionally there is a robin on almost every card. Sometimes there is a bunch of holly on the Christmas card. You can read on the card: “Merry Christmas!”

sends and receives – посылает и получает
Merry Christmas! -  Счастливого Рождества!
14. CHRISTMAS BOX

Traditionally people put their Christmas presents into boxes. That is why the day on which they give and receive these boxes is called Boxing Day. A Christmas box is wrapped in bright coloured paper with ribbons.

is wrapped in – заворачивается в 
ribbons – ленты
15. CHRISTMAS EVE

Christmas Eve is on the 24th of December. On this day everybody is very busy and in a hurry. Offices close at 1 o’clock, but shops stay open late. Children hang their Christmas stockings on their beds. They wait for Father Christmas.

everybody is very busy and in a hurry – все очень заняты и спешат
stay open late – открыты допоздна
16. CHRISTMAS DAY

Christmas Day is on the 25th of December. British people like to celebrate this holiday. Children have much fun. They find presents in their Christmas stockings, eat Christmas puddings. 
17. BOXING DAY 

Boxing Day comes after Christmas Day. It is on the 26th of December. People don’t go to work on that day. They visit their friends. Everybody gives and receives Christmas cards and Christmas boxes. 
Boxing Day – день рождественских подарков
Christmas boxes – рождественские подарки
