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 Leonardo Di Caprio: from Titanic to The Beach
He certainly knows what he wants. At the age of six, he decided he wanted to be an actor. When he was seven, he tried to get an agent. The agent said he should change his name because it was too Italian. Leonardo refused.

Leonardo Di Caprio is one of the hottest young film stars around at the moment. His face has been on the covers of all the top movie and youth magazines and he has been the subject of countless articles, rumours and showbiz gossip.  Leonardo doesn’t like reading about himself because «I read things about me that I’ve never said in my life and never done.»

Leonardo Di Caprio was born in Los Angeles on November 11, 1974. His parents separated before he was born. Leo grew up in a poor neighbourhood of Hollywood.

At school he was very good at imitating people (especially Michael Jackson). This made him very popular.

After appearing in TV commercials, he played the part of a homeless boy in a TV comedy.

His big break was his leading role in This Boy’s Life.

One of his most famous films was a modern version of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet set in a fantasy world. Leo described his first kiss for a film as, “the most disgusting thing in my life.”

After the tremendous success of Titanic, «Leomania» hit the world.

Leo simply says of the Titanic experience: «I was part of something that doesn’t come about often, if ever. I can tell my grandchildren I was in the film.» In Leo’s opinion, «the film will be remembered forever.»

Leonardo is very careful about the roles he chooses and it took him an awfully long time to choose The Beach, the first film he decided to do since Titanic was released. Di Caprio is excited by his character, Richard, a young guy who tries to find paradise. Leo says he has a lot in common with his character.

Leo likes his job. «The best thing about acting is that I get to lose myself in another character and actually get paid for it», he says. «As for myself, I’m not sure who I am. It seems that I change every day.»

                                  Приложение №4                       Interview with Leonardo Di Caprio

· Leo, you are brilliant and smart, really talented. You are one of the hottest film stars nowadays. What helps you to be so popular?

· I’m very careful about the roles I choose. It took me a long time to choose “The Beach”, the first film I decided to do since “Titanic” was released.

· Why did you choose this film?

· I’m excited by Richard’s character, a young guy, who is very perceptive and tries to find paradise. He is real and dramatic, one of the most complex characters I’d ever read. At the end of the film Richard understands that there is nowhere you can escape from the real you. I have a lot in common with his character.

· You are very good at imitating people and you know exactly what you want. The success of your role in “Titanic” was tremendous. “Leomania” hit the world. You really did a great impression on public.

· I was simply a part of something that doesn’t come about often, if ever. Now, I can tell my grandchildren, that I was in the film. This film will be remembered forever.

· One of your most famous films is a modern version of Shakespeare’s tragedy “Romeo and Juliet”. What attracted you in the role of Romeo?

· At first I thought, why Romeo and Juliet again? It has been done so many times! But our Romeo is harder and a lot cooler. I wouldn’t have done it if I’d had to jump around in tights. I would simply have everybody rolling with laughter. Besides, the original language. There is a lot of beauty in each word. 

· And the last question. The life of an actor is rather difficult. Do you like it?

· I like my job. The best thing about acting is that I get to lose myself in another character and actually get paid for it. As for myself, I am not sure who I am. They say, I am starting with a bad-boy image. It seems that I change every day.

· Thank you for the interview, Leo. Good luck!                                         

