Read the text and answer the questions. Write down the answers below the text.
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    (1)There is a magic about monarchy and this place is a special place. Buckingham Palace is neither very old nor very beautiful; nothing very remarkable has happened there; fewer people work there than staff the Press Office in the White House. Yet it is the most famous address in the world.
      (2)It has been a home for seven generations of British kings and queens and is the symbol of the monarch. In times of crisis or celebration, when war, or death of a monarch seemed inevitable, great silent crowds gazed up at the royal balcony for reassurance that the country was as it had always been. They returned to cheer the fairytale processions in golden coaches for which they still have an affection.  
      (3) King George 4 made it a palace. His father had spent pounds 21,000 on an attractive red brick house, built in 1702 for the Duke of Buckingham. What had been Buckingham House became known as the Queen's House.
       (4)Their son wanted something grander and more up-to-date. George 4 asked John Nash to rebuild the house. When it was done he said: "Nash, the State Rooms you have made are so handsome that I think I shall hold my courts there". The architect protested that there were not enough rooms. The king replied: "You know nothing about the matter. It will make an excellent palace". 
       (5) Buckingham Palace came into its own as a Royal Residence on the accession of Queen Victoria. The eighteen-year-old Queen arrived from the Kensington Palace in the state coach. She ignored the bad drains and the incomplete furnishings ( "there was furniture enough for her and she did not care for the carpets").
       (6) Nowadays when Her Majesty the Queen is in residence, the Flagman rises at dawn and hoists the Royal Standard over the Palace. On a normal day, a flag 3.6 x 1.8 metres is flown; there are smaller ones for windy weather and larger ones for special occasions.   
1. What is the usual size of the flag over the palace?______________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

2. How many generations of the British kings and queens have been living in the palace?_________
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

3. Who made this building a palace? __________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

4. Who was the architect of the palace? ________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

5. When did the Buckingham Palace become a Royal Residence? ___________________________

________________________________________________________________________________

6. How old was Queen Victoria when she arrived to Buckingham Palace from Kensington Palace?

________________________________________________________________________________

Match the title and the passage of the text. Write the results into the table below.

             Royal flags.                                    In spite of its age it is very famous.   

                          Removal from the Kensington Palace.

The symbol of the country.                               The masterpiece of the architect.  

                Money spent on the red house.

(1)______________________________________________________________________________
(2)______________________________________________________________________________

(3)______________________________________________________________________________

(4)______________________________________________________________________________

(5)______________________________________________________________________________

(6)______________________________________________________________________________

Choose the correct answer and write down the result into the table below.
1. The Royal Residence is the Kensington Palace.

a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

2. The heir of the throne is prince George.

a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

3. More than six generations lived in the Buckingham Palace.

a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

4. King George 4 made it a palace.
a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

5. The size of the flag in a bad weather is 3.6 x 1.8 metres.

a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

6. The changing of the Royal guard is very amazing.
a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

7. The first Queen to live in the Buckingham Palace was Queen Elizabeth.

a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

8. The eighteen-year-old Queen arrived from the Kensington Palace in the state coach.

a) верно                                      б) неверно                                       в) в тексте не сказано

1.__________

2 __________

3 __________

4 __________

5 __________

6 __________

7 __________

8 __________
