Amurskaya  Oblast.

1. Amurskaya Oblast  (Preamurye) is located (находится) it the south of the Russian Far Fast. Its  territory is mainly (в основном) the upper (верхняя) & the middle (средняя) part of the Amur River basin (бассейн реки). The existing (существующие) borders (границы) of the Amurskaya Oblast were established (были образованы) in 1948. The total area of the Oblast is 362 thousand square kilometers & its population (население) is 998 thousand people.

2. The Oblast borders with the Republik of Sakha (Yakutia) in the north, the Chitinskaya Oblast in the west & the Khabarovsk Territory in the east. In the south, the frontier (граница) with the People’s Republic of China goes along the Amur River for 1,246 km, the Jewish Autonomous Region in the south-east.

3. It is possible to reach (достичь) the neighbouring (соседствующие) territories either by car or by train. The Trans-Siberian Railway & Baikal-Amur Mainline pass through (проходят через) the Oblast from the north-west to the south-east. The airport of Blagoveshchensk is international- charter flights (чартерные рейсы-договор на определённый рейс) can be taken to China or Japan. It is possible to cross the Russian-Chinese border (граница) at Blagoveshchensk or Poyarkovo. By hovercraft (судно на воздушной подушке) it is possible to take travelers to China all the year round (круглый год).

4. The tourists coming to Preamurye are attracted (их привлекает) by the exotic nature of the region. The mountainous & harsh (суровая) taiga landscape (ландшафт, пейзаж) in the north gradually (постепенно) turns into plains (переходит в равнины) with coniferous (хвойные) forests & vast wetlands (обширные влажные земли). It gets very hot in summer in the southern parts of the region.

5. The museums of the region offer an excellent opportunity to get familiar (предлагают отличную возможность познокомиться) with the history, culture, nature & economy of the Amurskaya Oblast. The best display can be found in the Amur Region Museum of Local Studies (в Амурском областном краеведческом музее).

6. Since 1997 the Amurskaya Oblast has been a Russian space centre. Both Russian & foreign (зарубежный) spacecraft (космический корабль) are put into Earth Orbit  (выводятся на околоземную орбиту) from the space centre at Svobodny.

7. Blagoveshchensk is an administrative centre of the Oblast & the leader in the hospitality (туристический) business. Most of the main offices & tourist companies are located in Blagoveshchensk. The others are in Svobodny, Belogorsk, Tynda, Zeya, Poyarkovo & Ust-Nyukzha.   

