










Приложение 2

GREAT  BRITAIN


The official  name for the country is the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland. 

In every day use the word “Britain” is quite possible. 


The United Kingdom is situated on the British Isles in the Northwest of Europe. The English Channel  separates it from the continent.


The climate of the British Isles is influenced by the Atlantic Ocean.Winters are not so cold, but summers are not so warm. In other words Great Britain has a mild climate.


The most popular sport in Britain is football. First it was rude and hard game. 


There were no rules But  since 1863 it has been played with  proper rules.


Nearly every country has its own football team. The main competition of the football seasons, the FA Cup, has been held every May in London. The English like to drink  tea. They can drinks many cups of tea at once. Usually they  drink tea with milk.  


Great Britain is a monarchy,  but the Queen is not absolute. Her powers are limited by Parliament.


There are four countries in the United Kingdom:England, Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland.

ENGLAND


I’ll speak about England. It’s the largest country and situated in the south-east of Great Britain. The population is 49 million people.


The emblem of England is rose. The national flag of England represents a red cross on a white field. It’s Saint George’s Cross of England.


The capital of Great Britain is London.  The largest cities are  Manchester, Liverpool, Birmingham, Sheffield and others.


People who live in England are called the English. They speak only English.


I'm sure that visiters to London ofter prefer to travel by bus, because they can see a lot of interesting places from the top of a double-decker. 


The famous river Thames  runs through London. If you go to London, you will visit Buckingham Palace. It is the London home of the British Queen. When the flag is flying on the top, she is at home.


You can also visit Trafalgar Square,  where people from all parts of London celebrate New Year. 


Now it is Piccadilly Circus,  the meeting point of six streets.


There a lot of parks and gardens in London. In Regent’s Park  there is the London Zoo, one of the biggest zoos in the world.


Certainly you can see the Houses of Parliament and Big Ben, the most famous clocks in the world.


Next to them there is Westminster Abby. It is a royal church. Here you can see tombs of many British Kings and queens and other famous people. 

The second famous church. is St. Paul's  Chathedral. It is the greatest work of the architect Sir Christopher Wren. 

The London Eye  is the largest observation wheel in the world. It can carry 800 passengers at a time on a thirty-minute ride.  

It is necessary to visit  the Tower of London  It was built in the 11th century by William the Conqneor to protect the city. It was a fortress, a royal palace and later a prison. Now the Tower of London is a museum. 

 Across the Thames there is  Tower  Bridge. 

SCOTLAND

I'll speak about Scotland. It is smaller than England but larger than Wales. Scotland is the second part of the UK. The population of Scotland is 5 million people. In the northwest Scotland is washed by the Atlantic Ocean,  and in the northeast it is washed by the North Sea. 


The national emblem of Scotland is a thistle. And the national flag  is a blue field with white 

diagonal crossed stripes. It's Saint Andrew's Cross. 


The capital of Scotland is Edinburgh. The largest cities are Glasgow,  Aberdeen  and Dundee. The biggest rivers are the Clyde and the Sply. There are a lot of beautiful lakes in Scotland. But the most famous of them are Loch Lomond  and Loch Ness.The lake “Loch Ness” is famous all over the world because of a water monster Nessie that lives there. 

The greatest mountain is Ben Nevis. 


People who live in Scotland are called the Scottish or Scots. Scotland's national instrument is the bagpipe. The Scottish piper wears a skirt, called a kilt. 

WALES


I'll speak about Wales.  It is the smallest country in the United Kingdom. The population of Wales  is 3 million people. In the west Wales is washed by the Irish Sea and in the east it borders on England. 

The national emblem of Wales is a yellow daffodil  and the national flag  is white and green with red dragon on it.

The capital of  Wales is Cardiff.  The largest cities are Swansea and  New Port  .The biggest river is Usk and the biggest lake is Wirnwel. One of the biggest mountains is Snowdon. If you go to Wales, you'll see Eisteddfod. Wales is a country of music and song Every year there is a  competition to name the best  poets, writers and musicians in the country. 

Wales is the country of castles.  In 1301 Edward the I made his son Prince of Wales. And today. Queen Elizabeth II's  son, Charles  is the Prince of Wales.

NORTHERN  IRELAND


I'll speak about Northern  Ireland. It's the fourth country in the UK. It is situated in the north east of Ireland. The population of Northern Ireland is 2 million people.


The national symbol is a  green shamrock and a red hand. The natinal flag  of NI  represents a diagonal red cross on a white field. It's Saint Patrick's Cross.  

The capital of the Northern Ireland is Belfast. The largest cities are Ulster and Dublin Northern Ireland Is a land of lakes and rivers. The biggest rivers are the Shannon and Buh. The biggest lakes are Lock Neagh and Loch Ney. People who live in Ireland are the Irish. 

If you go to the country, you will see the Giant Causeway. The giant causeway has 40 000 columns. The legend says that the giant Finn McCool loved a lady giant from an island near Scotland. He began to build this causeway to bring her to Ireland.

