Приложение 3.

Text 11.    The Language of Britain during the Anglo-Saxon Period.
The Anglo-Saxon made the bulk of the population in Britain after the conquest of the country. They lived in small villages. Each village with the land belonging to it was surrounded by a thick hedge. The names of the Anglo-Saxon villages meant as a rule either their new “home” or a “protected place”. A great number of village-names in England today are of Anglo-Saxon origin. Many English towns are called by the old Anglo-Saxon names too. For example, the word ton was the Saxon for “hedge” or a place surrounded by a hedge. Thus there are Northampton, Southampton, Brighton, Preston and others. Burgh or bury was the Saxon for “to hide”. There are many village- and town-names derived from these words. Such as Salisbury, Canterbury, Edinburgh, Middlesbrough. The Anglo-Saxon ham, another form of the word “home”, can also be found in such names as Nottingham, Birmingham, and Cheltenham. The same is true of the word field meaning “open country”, in names such as Sheffield, Chesterfield, Mansfield, etc.

Anglo-Saxons were pagans, that is, they believed in many gods. They worshipped the sun and the moon, the sea, springs and trees. The Anglo-Saxons named the days of the week after their gods. Thus Sunday meant the Sun’s day, Monday – the Moon’s day, Tuesday – the day of the god of Darkness, Tuesco, Wednesday was Woden’s day, the great god of War, Thursday was Thor’s day, the god of Thunder and Friday – Freya’s day, the goddess of Peace and Plenty. And only Saturday was named after a Roman god, Saturn. 

The accepting of Christianity in 597 brought new changes to the way of life and language. The Latin language was again heard in Britain. Latin was of international importance at that time, as it was used by learned men in all countries. The spread of Christianity promoted a revival of learning. Such English words of Greek origin as arithmetic, mathematics, theatre and geography, or words of Latin origin, such as school, paper and candle, map, reflect the influence of the new wave of Roman civilization in the 7th century.


(Abridged from Зайцева С. Д. Англия в далеком прошлом. -  М.: Просвещение, 1975. – стр.74-79)
