Приложение 1.

Текст для аудирования.
The history of the discovery of America
The United States is a rather young country. Nevertheless, many dramatic events happened during that short period of its history. First people appeared on the American continent 30,000–40,000 years ago, as scientists believe. There was a land bridge connecting Asia and North America. Those people could come from Asia following the bisons and wooly mammoths using that land bridge. Later, water covered that natural bridge and the Bearing Strait was formed.
       These two continents became isolated and the migration stopped. And now the descendants of these people are called Native Americans or American Indians.
Nobody knew about the existence of the American continents for thousands of years.
In the early times people in Europe and Middle East were afraid of the open sea and that is why it took them a long time to discover the West. They believed that the western seas were dangerous for people because terrible monsters lived there that could crush ships.
Time passed and some people found courage to make sea trips. Those first people were the Vikings. Erik the Red sailed to the West looking for new lands. He found a land that was covered with ice even in summer, He called that land Greenland. It was in 982 AD and it was Erik the Red who founded a small colony there.
The son of Erik the Red reached the land which is now Canada around the year 1000. His name was Leif Ericsson. He and his men founded a colony and spent a winter there. Other colonists stayed there longer, for three years. But they had to leave because of the native tribes.
They did not want to make war with those native people, because they were countless. So, they decided to return to Greenland.
Only in the 15th century Christopher Columbus rediscovered America. Columbus was an Italian sailor. He dreamt about discovering a new way to India. Though he was Italian, the Spanish government gave him money. In 1492 with three little ships Columbus sailed to the West. The trip lasted for three months. Their voyage was very dangerous.
On October 12th they saw land. He was sure that these were the shores of India. In fact, he found an island not far from the coast of North America. When he saw red-skinned people there he called them "Indians" as he thought they had landed in India.
Many people wanted to search for money, adventures, happiness and freedom on the land discovered by Christopher Columbus.
One of such followers, Amerigo Vespucci, made three voyages to America from 1499. He was an Italian businessman. It was Vespucci who proved that the land called India by Christopher Columbus was not India at all. It was a new continent. For some time people called America "The New World".

In 1966 Leif Ericsson was named a discoverer of the New World by the Congress. Since that day Americans celebrate Leif Ericsson's Day on October 9th. However, Columbus Day is also celebrated on October 12th. This date commemorates rediscovery and exploration of America.

The key players in exploration of the two Americans were Spanish, French and English.
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