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The Liberty Bell

  The Liberty Bell changed the world on July 8, 1776, when it rang out from the tower of Independence Hall in Philadelphia. It called cit​izens to hear the first public reading of the Declaration of Independence. The Pennsylvania Assembly ordered the Bell from England in 1751 to honor the 50-year anniversary of William Penn's 1701 Charter of Privileges.   Penn's charter,   Pennsylvania's original Constitution, tells of the rights and freedoms valued by people the world  over. Penn's ideas on  religious  freedom,   Native American rights, and including citizens in the process of making laws were very revolutionary.

    Since the bell was created to honor the Charter's golden anniversary, the quotation "Proclaim Liberty throughout all the land unto all the inhabitants thereof," taken from the Bible, was appropriate. The line in the Bible immediately before "proclaim liberty" is, "And ye shall hallow the fiftieth year." Therefore, the bell celebrated Penn and the 50th year by announcing liberty in the United States.
The History of the Bell
    On November 1, 1751, a letter was sent to London requesting a bell for the State House (now called Independence Hall) steeple. The bell arrived in Philadelphia on September 1, 1752, but was not hung until March 10, 1753. It was discovered that the bell was cracked. It had broken either because it was made incor​rectly or it was too brittle.
      Two Philadelphia foundry workers named John Pass and John Stow were given the cracked bell to be melted down and recast. They added an ounce and a half of copper to each pound of the old bell to make the new bell less brittle.
     The new bell was raised in the belfry on March 29, 1753. However, people in the town thought they added too much copper, and Stow and Pass were asked to try again. Nobody liked the sound of the bell.
  So, Pass and Stow tried again. They broke up the bell and recast it a second time. On June 11, 1753,  The New York Mercury reported, "Last Week was raised and fixed in the Statehouse Steeple, the new great Bell, cast here by Pass  and Stow, weighing 2080 lbs."
In November, a state official wrote that he was still unhappy with the bell and ordered a new one from England. When the new bell arrived, people thought that it sounded no better than the Pass and Stow bell. So the "Liberty Bell" remained where it was in the steeple, and the new bell was placed in the cupola" on the State House roof and connected to the clock to mark the hours.  The Liberty Bell was rung to call the State Assembly into session, and to call people to​gether for special announcements and events. The Liberty Bell tolled frequently. In fact, in 1772   a   petition   was sent to the Penn​sylvania Assembly stating that the peo​ple in the neighbor​hood of the State House were distressed by the constant ringing of the great Bell. But, it continued   ringing for the First Continental Con​gress in 1774, the Battle of Lexing​ton and Concord in 1775, and its most loud tolling was on July 8, 1776, when it called the citizens together to hear the reading of the Declaration of Inde​pendence.
      In October 1777, the British occupied" Philadelphia. Weeks earlier all bells, including the Liberty Bell, were removed from the city. It was understood that if the bells were left in place, they would probably be melted down and used for ammunition- in the war. The Liberty Bell was removed from the city and    hid​den in the floorboards of a church in Allentown, Pennsylvania.
The Liberty Bell as Symbol
 Every picture of the Liberty Bell shows it with a crack. Historians disagree about when the first crack appeared on the Bell. However, eventually it grew so large that it became unringable. The day the discovered they could no longer ring it was on George Washington's  birthday, February 22, 1846.
   The crack seemed to have a meaning. The Bell became a national symbol when it was used by the abolitionist movement, the move​ment to end slavery. It was a very appropriate  symbol for a country that was "cracked" and whose freedom was broken for slaves.

     More than a decade after the Civil War, in the 1880s, the Bell traveled to cities through​out the land "proclaiming liberty" and celebrating the cause of freedom. In 1915, it traveled to the Panama-Pacific Exposition in San Francisco.
        The Liberty Bell Pavilion was opened in 1976 in Philadelphia, in preparation for the nation's bicentennial celebrations. Now, on every Fourth of July, the Bell is rung, together with thousands of bells across the nation.
