Task A
Work in pairs and try to answer these questions.

1. What is the typical image of Father Christmas

2. Where can you find gift-wrapped shopping centers?
3. Why are the shopping centers decorated? 
4. What is the name of the small plant with white berries that is put above doors in the UK at Christmas? 
5. What will happen if you stand under it? 
6. What are the initials of the three wise men? 
7. What gifts did they bring to the baby Jesus? 
8. What special thing do the people of Spain do at Christmas?
9. Why do they do it?

10. What is the name of the Holy Book?

11. Where do some people eat little for a period of time (especially for religious reason)?

Task B 

Grammar Quiz

1. Find and underline the examples of definite articles. 
2. Find and underline one example of zero article.
3. Find and underline 2 different modal verbs that mean that something is uncertain / possible. 

4. Find and underline 8 passive verb constructions. 

5. Give synonyms to the words HUGE  and SICKNESS;

6. Find and underline 2 examples of gerund. 

Text

Christmas Around the World

(Paragraph 1)

The typical image of Father Christmas in his black boots, red suit and white beard is recognized in almost every country in the world nowadays. Christmas is still celebrated in different ways in different countries and many still retain their own individual customs both new and old.

(Paragraph 2)

In Singapore you could be surprised to see some of the huge shopping centers wrapped up as Christmas presents. They are decorated from top to bottom like big cakes or Christmas trees. This is because every year the government gives a prize for the best decorated building in the country.

(Paragraph 3)

In the UK you may find yourself standing beneath a small green plant with white berries on. Be careful because someone may try to kiss you. Kissing under the mistletoe is a British tradition that goes back much further than Christmas to when this day was celebrated as a religious day.

(Paragraph 4)

In the Austrian countryside there are the letters C, M and B written on the doors of the farmer’s stables. These are the initials of the three wise men, Caspar, Melchoir, and Balthazar, came to worship the new born Jesus. They gave the Child presents - gold, frankincense and myrrh. This is because the farmers believe that putting these letters on the door will protect their animals from sickness in the year to come.

(Paragraph 5)

In Spain the people jump across a bonfire at Christmas. Where some people still believe that if they jump over the flames of the fire they will be protected from illness for the year to come.

(Paragraph 6)

The Russian Christmas is celebrated on the 7th of January, when the Orthodox churches, following the Orthodox calendar, have their own celebrations. The holiday is connected with wonderful birth of Jesus Christ as it is described in the Bible. Most Russians are in church on Christmas Eve. It is customary to fast until "the first star". Christmas Eve dinner is meatless but festive. The most important ingredient is a special porridge called kutya. It is made of wheat or other grains which symbolize hope. Нoney and poppy seeds ensure happiness, success, and untroubled rest. 

(Paragraph 7)

People in many countries of the world still follow the ancient traditions that make Christmas such a wonderful event.

Additional material
There are some questions which can be useful
What do you know about Christmas?

The most popular holiday in Great Britain and America is Christmas. They celebrate Christmas on the 25th of December. There are a lot of traditions connected with Christmas. Every year the people of Norway give the city of London a present. It’s a big Christmas tree and it stands in Trafalgar Square. Most families decorate their houses with a Christmas tree, buy gifts for the family and friends, write Christmas cards. In England almost every family receives more than 60 Christmas cards.

What traditional Christmas meals do you know?

The traditional Christmas meals are roast turkey and Christmas pudding. In England people make Christmas pudding before Christmas. All the family stir the pudding and make a wish. It’s a traditional meal which people cook for Christmas party. They think that if they all take part in mixing it, they will be happy. When the pudding is hot they put 5-penny pieces in it, and sometimes little silver charms- a horseshoe, a button and a ring. A horseshoe means a happiness and good luck, a button-wealth, a ring-marriage.

Who decorated the first Christmas tree?

No one knows for sure. The custom of bringing an evergreen tree indoors decorating it at Christmas started in Germany. One legend says that Martin Luther started the practice. Luther was an imported Christian leader. According to the story he noticed the starlit sky as he walked home one Christmas Eve. He thought the stars looked as if they were shining on the branches. When Martin Luther arrived home he placed a small fir-tree inside the house. He decorated it with lighted candles. Decorating Christmas tree became popular in Germany. Prince Albert took the tradition to England. Both German and English people brought it to America

Why do people celebrate Christmas?

It is celebrated оп December 25. The holiday is connected with the wonderful birth of Jesus Christ as it is described in the Holy Bible. Oп that day, about 2000 years ago, Lesus Christ was born in Bethlehem. When Jesus was born wise men from the East came to worship him. They gave the Child present – gold, frankicense and myrrh. That's why people nowadays try to please their friends and relatives giving them Christmas presents.

What is it - mistletoe?

In the time of the Druids, mistletoe was believed to have magical properties. People who met under a tree bearing mistletoe were forbidden to fight, even if they were enemies, and anyone who entered a home decorated with mistletoe was entitled to shelter and protection. Mistletoe may even have been part of Druidic wedding ceremonies

Mistletoe was associated with peace and friendship in ancient Scandinavia, which may account for the practice of kissing beneath it.
What does Christmas mean to you? What you might expect

For most people Christmas means a range of things. The most popular ones are spending time with the family and visiting relatives and friends. If there are young children in the family then all activities revolve around them, and parents get very excited for their child’s first Christmas. Simon, a first-time parent, commented he will be ‘mostly entertaining and being amused by our daughter who will be enjoying her first Christmas ever’. For children in particular it means presents and the more the better.
Is Christmas a religious holiday? (Christianity)

Despite the considerable and increasing commercialisation of Christmas it still holds a religious meaning and importance for some. This is the celebration of the birth of Jesus Christ; hence the name Christmas. Because of this Christmas is traditionally meant to be ‘the season of goodwill’ and for some this is still true, for example one woman called Claire spends time giving food to homeless people which she describes as ‘VERY sad and depressing.’
Christmas presents 

Christmas cards are widely distributed whilst presents are reserved for close friends and family. Traditionally the giving of a gift is symbolic of the three wise men giving their gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh to the baby Jesus. There are a handful of people who try to be imaginative and buy unusual gifts for their relatives such as the ‘experience’ gift. 

However the majority of people after many hours of frantic rushing around the shops end up buying ‘smellies’ (beauty products), chocolates, wine, hats and scarves and books. Having stood the test of time, these gifts are guaranteed to please.
Unexpected meanings

There are some more unusual meanings to Christmas for some people. Parents associate it with being under a lot of pressure to buy their children the latest – and often most expensive - toys. This is not helped by the TV advertising, which starts in early October. Similarly, for many it means getting stressed about buying presents and spending lots of money. One young man said Christmas for him meant ‘stressing over what presents to buy and how I can afford them’ but he adds it is also a time of  ‘great fun’. 
Families and television

When families get together there can often be disagreements and some people connect Christmas with family arguments. Others associate Christmas with eating and drinking too much while others think of bad quality TV programmes and films, many of which are repeats. For many in the UK Christmas simply means a time off work and away from the office and for some it’s an opportunity to reflect on the past year and also look forward to the next
