Приложение2


Christmas around the World.

 Each year Christmas starts earlier. Everyone can recognize Father Christmas in his black boots, red suit with white beard in almost every country in the world. But people celebrate Christmas in different ways in different countries and many countries have their individual customs both new and old.   
If you spend this Christmas in Singapore you can see some of the huge shopping centers decorated as Christmas presents, huge cakes or Christmas trees. This is because every year the government gives a prize for the best decorated building in the country.

There are a lot of Christmas customs and traditions in Britain. One of them is to hang stockings on the mantel .People buy lots of presents and send cards to their friends and relatives. Englishmen decorate their houses with green leaves and paper decorations. There is usually a bright star or the figure of Christmas angel at the top of tree. If you stand beneath a small green plant someone may try to kiss you. Holly and mistletoe are the plants symbolizing Christmas.

If you’re in Granada in Spain you can see people jumping across a bonfire. Some people still believe that if they jump through the flames of the fire they will be protected from illness for the year to come.

If you are in Austrian countryside you may see the letters C, M and B written on the doors of the farmers stables. These are the names of the three wise men, Caspar, Melchoir, and Balthazar. People hang these letters because they believe that it will protect their animals from sickness. 
In our country, Christmas is on the 7th of January. It’s a time to get together with all relatives and to give and receive presents. People have Christmas dinner. Some people go to the church for Christmas Service. Many families go from house to house with sweets and songs. Little children go to bed and dream of what present they’ll find under the tree when they wake up. 
