LONDON’S LANDMARKS
There are lots of amazing places and buildings in London that make it the grate city. Here are just a few of them.

Big Ben is one of London’s most famous landmarks. In fact, Big Ben is not the name of the clock on the Tower of Westminster, but it is the nickname of the bell inside. Nobody knows for sure why Big Ben is called Big Ben, but many people think it was something to do with Sir Benjamin Hall, a rather fat man who was in charge of the building works at Westminster and whose nickname was Big Ben. The clock’s four white faces look north, south, east and west. The minute hands in each of the clock faces are nearly 5 metres long.

The Palace of Westminster was built in the 11th century by Edward the Confessor. William the Conqueror didn’t like the palace, so he completely rebuilt it. Other kings and queens extended it and made it their main residents. The last king to live there was King Henry V111, but in 1512, after a fire, he moved out and the Palace of Westminster ceased to be a royal residence and became the seat of the Houses of Parliament. 
St Paul’s Cathedral was built after the Great Fire of 1666 by Sir Christopher Wren, who designed many famous buildings in London. It took him thirty-five years to finish St Paul’s. The cathedral is a hundred and ten metres high and you can climb the 627 steps up to the dome. Inside the dome is the Whispering Gallery. If you whisper close to the wall on one side of the dome, you can be heard on the other side.
Trafalgar square is the heart of tourists’ London. This is where public gatherings and political demonstrations take place, and where the New Year is seen in by thousands of Londoners. The tall column in the center of the square commemorates Admiral Nelson’s victory in the Battle of Trafalgar.
Tower Bridge is one of London’s best-known buildings, and is often used as a symbol representing London. When it was opened in 1894 it was considered a wonder of the world. You get fantastic views of London from the high walkways; it is even more exciting if you can be there when the bridge goes up.
Landmark – достопримечательность
Westminster Palace – Вестминстерский дворец
nickname – прозвище
It was something to do with – это имело какое-то отношение к…
To be in charge of the building works – руководить строительными работами
Houses of parliament – здание парламента
William the Conqueror – Вильгельм Завоеватель
Edward the Confessor – Эдуард исповедник
To extend - расширять
To cease - прекращать
St Paul’s Cathedral – собор Святого Павла (главный собор английской церкви)
To design – проектировать, конструировать
Dome - купол
To whisper - шептать
Trafalgar square – Трафальгарская площадь
Gathering – собрание, митинг
To commemorate – почтить память, увековечить
To represent – символизировать, олицетворять
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	V - know
	+ - didn’t know
	! – I want to know more about it

	
	
	


