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books people watch TV. People rush home, gulp food to be in time to watch their
favourite programmes. Very often programmes are bad, as TV cannot keep pace
with demand. People have stopped reading books and depend on TV pictures.
Spoken words become more important that the written ones. TV cuts people from
the real world.<The virtual world becomes more important. TV is absolutely
irrelevant to real living. No surprise that television is often called «chewing gum
for men's brains.» People become lazy, instead of doing sports they watch TV.

Television takes free time of the people. Instead of joining a choir or playing

football or reading books people watch various programmes. Dinnertime is often
pressed by television if it is not in the kitchen. If people are deprived for various
reasons of watching their favourite programmes they feel inconvenience.
Therefore the best thing is to watch only selective TV programmes and not to be
governed by them. Only few people today can live without television. It should
be said that television continues to play an important part in the human life
despite ihcreasing influence of the Internet, video games and other high-

technology sources of information.
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Представленные проекты учащихся.
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Nowadays there are a lot of arguments against TV. It is said that only three
"generations have grown up with television, but they managed to forget how to
spend their free time without television. Its role is increasing not because it is an
entertainer or informant, but because of the grip it has on many people. It is called
a «living room monster» or «one-eyed monster.» It is established that the biggest
viewers are pensioners and housewives. The latter watch TV while their husbands
are at work. In total they spend five hours daily sitting before the «boxes.»
Children watch commercials, horror films or films of violence. TV prevents
children from creating their abilities.

They get accustomed to TV to such an extent that they watch it ail the time. To
force their children away from their favourite evening programmes to their
homework has eventually become the main problem of the parents of different
countries.

Violence on TV is another problem that worries people. As George Mikes once
said, TV teaches us «how to kill, to rob, to shoot and to poison.»

But the same can be said about computer games and many films and books!

Moreover, TV is damaging for health. It has bad effect on the eyes, particularly
of children. The physicians proved that if children do not watch TV their eyesight
improves. But if children do not watch TV they find themselves without anything
to talk about at school, where comedians and singing stars are major topics during
breaks between classes. The same is true about some adults. Sometimes TV
programmes become the topics of common interest of the people and without
‘them they have nothing to talk about.

Nowadays some people in our country watch television programmes front
about six in the morning to the early hours of the next day. It means that
contemporary people for various reasons depend upon television. They watch
everything from news and sports reports to dramas, educational and entertainment |
programmes. Today some people become TV addicts and feel — unhappy if they |
fail to find another way of passing leisure time. Free time is regulated by

television. TV occupies our free time. Instead of going to the theatre or reading
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Teltvision is one of greatest achivements of the 20-th century.lt is the most
popular part of mass media.Today every family has a TV-set. Tv has changed
much since the time of its invention and so has its role.

When TV first appearied its main purpose was to give official information to
people.lt was supported by the government. Now television plays a big role in
every civilised society. Today television gives people a possibilility to be well
informed and enjoy “civilised pleasures."The programmes are various and
people have a chance to select what they want to see Television provides
great opportunites for education.There are programmes devoted to
specialised subjects.With the help of TV it is possible to learn foreign
languages,to know a lot of wonderful things concerning the word flora and
fauna.TV teaches the ideals of democracy and political argument.Watching
television can be compared with reading books.It provides an outlet for
creative talents

.By the beginning of the 21-st century TV bekame a coloured world
network.-Numerous programmes people can receive by satellite or cable.The
choice of the channels ranges from six to twenty. These channels show
programmes of various kinds from documentaries,current events and sports
to programmes American films and science fiction cartoons. Now this
medium of communication allows people to see and speak with each other if
they are separated by thousands of kilometres.TV bridges between Russia
and the USA once were very popular.They showed that TV was a unifying
force and that our planet in reality is a small word.Previously innovations were
promoted on TV.TV shocked,surprised and stimulated.lt brought
ballet,opera,and theatre to big masses of people.it was even in the vanguard
of new drama.Moreover, TV can keep children guiet.If they are noisy their
mothers turn on the set.
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[image: image8.png]I think that among telephone, radio and television the internet is the
greatest invention of humanity. The internet appeared in our country
not so long ago. But millions of people are already its active users. One
of the most interesting things in the internet is chats. In chats people
meet, communicate and find out lots of interesting things. There are
many reasons why people decide to visit chats. But for most of them
it’s just one of the ways to find a boy-friend or a gir/-friend, they just
try to escape from loneliness.

I think that chat is really an amazing thing. There is neither age, nor
nationality, nor social position. You can be what you want to be. Many
lonely people, who don't have any friends in real life because of their
appearance and so on, can find them in chat. They get rid of their
complexes and forget their problems. Many just want to be better and
they do become better. In chat people live, according to different laws
and what is more important at a different speed. Friends are made in |
five days and acquaintances are made in five hours. And after a month
in a chat the problem of finding a job, a place to live and spending your
time is not so acute.

Many people manage to fall in love while communicating. And it seems to
me that virtual love is the most wonderful and romantic thing in the
world. World knows lots of examples when virtual meetings ended in
real weddings.

As for me, I really adore chats. And although I'm a novice I have a lot
of friends all over Russia. In real life I would never be able to meet
them because it's unreal to come to Irkutsk. For example, to meet
somebody and it's awful because I would never so many good people. In |
short, I think that to every single person it'’s pleasant to realize that

he will never be alone, and in a chat he will always find people who will
help him. ' |




[image: image9.png]The internet and friendship.

= The internet is the greatest invention of
humanity.

= Chat is really an amazing thing.



  [image: image10.png]Is the internet more important than
friends?

= You are not alone in this world.
= What is internet addiction.

= The internet is a speciall world withjits' laws and
rules.




[image: image11.png]COMPUTERS IN OUR LIFE

Computer is my friend, but not the best.

Nowadays, practically everyone has a computer at home. Computers play a very
important role in our life. We need them everywhere. Computers are used by people of all
ages: from teenagers to professional businessmen. We cannot study at school without using a
computer. Computers are used in many branches of knowledge. For example, pupils and
students use computers to write reports, to find information they need, to make new friends
with the help of the Internet, to write compositions, etc. A computer is also used as an
electronic vocabulary. It is made for people who have no time to look up translations or
explanations of words in the dictionary. To my mind, computers were invented as machines
for business people not to waste their time. As a computer does in a few minutes the work that
people may do for hours. But as for me, computers were invented for lazy people too.

From one hand, computers are made as an aim to help people. But from the other hand,
it teaches us not to think ourselves but with the help of the machine.

A computer (the most primitive one) consists of the following part: a central processor,

a motherboard, a hard disk drive, a floppy disk drive, a keyboard a display. The motherboard
and the central processor work together and they are the “brain” of machine: they do a large
number of crunching. The hard disk drive and the floppy disk drive are the internal and
external devices where the computer stores information it needs for work. The keyboard and
the display (also called “monitor” or “terminal”) are the user interface.

Many friends tell me that computer is their best friend. But frankly speaking, I cannot
understand how a nothing-feeling machine can be somebody's friend. As for me, I enjoy
reading books myself more than to take information about them from my computer. By
reading books we learn to think and to feel, we make our speech more eloquent.

I get pleasure in speaking to my friend, listening to what he says. As for me, I enjoy
communicating with an alive person more than working with a machine.
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[image: image16.png]MY HOBBY IS COMPUTERS

All my hobbies are connected with computers. My first computer hobby is to
go to the computers club. Almost all adults think that it is very stupid to sit in front
of a computer and waste time and money. I think they are right, but they don't try
to do the same! As I can see the most popular games are 3D-shooters. That can be
explained easily. Most of the club's visitors come with their friend. These games
are a nice way to decrease your spiteful level and to relax. Two hours of playing
such games and you are absolutely quiet! Also people say that to play such
computer games is not interesting. A computer is stupid, it doesn't talk and it works
according to the programs, but when you are playing with a person that's more
interesting. He can hide somewhere, he can kill you when you do not expect him.
A person can think. That is the main reason why people come to computer clubs.
Also we should touch upon the other side of such a hobby. It is not allowed to
smoke in these clubs. That's good, but most of players can't keep their emotions...

The other reason that computers are not good for our health is that they make
your eyes sick and may cause terrible eye disease. That is not right. Now the
technology of monitors is seriously advanced and monitors, which are in use in
clubs, have a lot of certificates that they are not dangerous! And all clubs are
checked for that. So have I persuaded you that computer clubs are not so bad as
you maybe have thought before?

My _other hobby is web-design. My friend suggested that I should join the
group of teenagers. We are making web-site for other children and there they can
find some friends and so on. So that is only for children and made by children.

I think that's great that your work will soon be seen by a lot of people and
they'll say: "Oh, that's great!" or "Oh, that is the worst thing I've ever seen!". Of
course I didn't know how to do different things and actually I didn't know exactly
what I should do! But our adult friends help us with pleasure to solve different
problems and now I am capable of doing my own web-site without any help!
That's great to learn to do different things with the help of a computer. A friend of
mine who worked with me once put forward a great idea: first - to draw everything
by ourselves, second - with the help of a scanner to put all sketches into a computer
and then to compile everything using special programs! Now our page on this site
looks great! That’s my opinion, but from my point of view that’s really a great
‘progress for two guys which has never been connected with the web before. Of
course all workers are fond of resting and I like to spend my free time in chats -
that's the thing wheré you can get acquainted with some people, or just talk and say
what you want.

So now you can see that tastes and hobbies are changing and even in Russia a
lot of teenagers are fond of going to computer clubs and I think a lot of others are
fond of web-surfing. That's great. It means that our country does not consist of
‘stupid rude bears. Time will pass a little and a computer in Russia will become as -
usual as a frying pan in the kitchen.
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[image: image20.png]Is the Internet more important than friends?
You are not alone in this world.

Do you have friends? I mean real friends, people on whom you can rely. To my mind you
can’t call a man a friend, if you only know his name and tell him “hello” and “bye” when
you meet him. Nowadays, in the hi-tech world where any man can do his shopping sitting
on his chair, where people even work at their own homes, finding friends in the Internet is
rather a simple thing. Whatever interest you have, you are not alone in this world. Among
billions of people inhabiting our planet you will definitely find your best friend. Just enter
your favorite chat room and... here you go. In the daytime you can chat with your Russian
friends and at night — with American (the disparity between Russian and American time is
on the average 9 hours).

What is the Internet addiction.

If you once start chatting, it will be hard for you to stop. I believe the main reason of
that is that in the Internet you can be a man you want to be and not a man you are. And
after a little most people don’t want to go back in the real world. They spend more and
more money on the Internet, they don’t go for a walk, they don’t even stand up from their
computer chairs. Their school results go from bad to worse, they become rude and only in
front of their-monitors they calm down. This illness is called Internet-addiction. And it’s
becoming a real problem nowadays.

The internet is a special world with its laws and rules.

I suppose Internet-addicted people can be understood. The Internet can be honestly
called another world with its own population, laws and rules. But first of all it is the
informative space. In the near future it can even replace books and television as a main
source of information. And it can also replace libraries. Today’s Internet library contains
about 3 or 4 Gigabytes texts from books, which is equivalent to 2 or 3 usual libraries.
Besides, the Internet can completely replace such communication facilities as telephony
and mail. I want to put the case from my own life. Nine years ago good friends of my
family went to America. So we’ve lost an opportunity to communicate with them, except
seldom telephone calls, but they were too expensive. But last year I bought the modem and
we reestablished our relations with the help of the Internet.

But of course the internet and virtual reality on the whole will never be able to replace
real relationships between people, to become a big part of people’s life, only of
individuals. Because of that I chose the title of my “Is the Internet more important than
friends?”.
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