[image: image1.jpg]Graduation day at Swansea University takes place in July. The Town
Hall is used for the ceremony. The occasion is kept formal and traditional
in order to properly honour the achievements of the students.

Days before the ceremony, students are given their caps and
gowns. A stage is set up and chaits are af[ranged for those attending.
The hall is decorated with beautiful bouquets of flowers, and speeches
are prepared by the invited guests of honour.

On the day itself, students and their families attend a cheese and
wine party held by the faculty before the actual ceremony. Afew
hours later, usually around 2.30 in the afternoon, the ceremony
begins. Speeches are made, then the students queue up in the order
in which they are going to be called. Their names are read out one by
one, and students go up onto the stage to receive their degrees from
the Dean, who shakes each graduate's hand. Al the graduates look
sophisticated in their black caps and gowns as proud parents take
photos of them.

Afterwards, everyone attends a less formal dinner party where
professors have the chance to congratulate the graduates.

Graduation day is a special occasion in a student’s life. It is a time
to feel pleased about reaching a very important goal.




[image: image2.jpg]“My Graduation Day”

On a sunny July afternoon in 1995 I graduated from Swansea |
1 University. It was a day 1 had been looking forward to for a long

* lime, and the graduation ceremony gave me an absolute sense of
fulfilment, as I had dreamt it would.

1 About a week before the ceremony, caps and gowns were handed |
4 out to all the students. The hall was prepared as workers set up a
. stage and chairs. Flowers were put all around the hall as well.

1 On graduation day, I arrived at the Town Hall to find the Dean
4 and the lecturers already there along with hundreds of students.
& Soon the ceremony began and speeches were made. Then we stood
4 up and were called one by one to receive our degrees. The Dean
2 shook our hands and congratulated us as everyone applauded. An
| informal dinner party followed the ceremony.

1 A feeling of pride and satisfaction stayed with me throughout the
| day. I will always remember my graduation because it signified the
& end of a long period of hard work and the beginning of a new era
4 in my life.
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