ПРИЛОЖЕНИЕ №1.

History of Marks & Spencer

Travel back in time and discover some of the interesting facts that have helped to make Marks & Spencer who they are today. The company values of quality, value, service, innovation and trust aren't new - they're the principles on which the business was founded. Find out for yourself where they fit in.
1884 - 1907

1884 : Michael Marks, a Russian born Polish refugee opened a stall at Leeds Kirkgate Market.

1893 : Michael moved to 20 Cheetham Hill Road, Manchester. In the following year, he opened a shop in the lower part of the same building.

1894 : Michael formed a partnership with Tom Spencer, a former cashier from the wholesale company IJ Dewhirst.

1901 : A new warehouse and head office opened at Derby Street, Manchester. It was the first property that was built to the businesses specifications.

1904 : The business acquired premises for a shop at the recently opened Cross Arcade in Leeds. This was a prestigious site and marked the transition from market stall to a covered arcade.

1905 : Tom Spencer died on 25 July.

1907 : Michael Marks died on 31 December. 
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MARKS & SPENCER

Marks & Spencer (or M&S) is Britain's favourite store. Tourists love it too. It attracts a great variety of customers, from housewives to millionaires. Princess Diana, Dustin Hoffman, and the British Prime Minister are just a few of its famous customers.

Last year it made profit of 529 mln. pounds, which is more than 10 mln. a week. How did it all begin?

It all started 105 years ago, when a young Polish immigrant, Michael Marks, had a stall in Leeds market. He didn't have many things to sell: some cotton, a little wool, lots of buttons, and a few shoelaces. Above his stall he put the now famous notice: DON'T ASK HOW MUCH-IT'S A PENNY. Ten years later, he met Tom Spencer and together they started Penny Stalls in many towns in the north of England. Today there are 564 branches of M&S all over the world-in America, Canada, Spain, France, Belgium and Hungary. What are the best-sellers?

Surprisingly, tastes in food and clothes are international. What sells well in Paris sells just well in Newcastle. The most popular clothes are: jumpers, shirts, knickers, pyjamas, underwear, dressing gowns, bras and suits. Best-sellers in food are: fresh chickens, bread, vegetables, and sandwiches. Chicken Kiev is internationally the most popular food. Why is M&S so successful?

The store bases its business on three principles: good value, good quality and good service. Also it changes with the times. But perhaps the most important key to its success is its happy, well trained staff. Conditions of work are excellent. There are company doctors, dentists, hairdressers, to look after the staff, and all the staff have lunch for under 40p!
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JEAN MUIR - Fashion Designer. 1928-1995



Trained within the industry, Jean Muir worked as sketcher, then at Jaeger and finally for Jane and Jane until she established her own label in 1966 which finally outlived her

Known for her precision cut and great attention to detail, Jean Muir clothes "stand alone." They are usually unadorned. She did not officially invent the little black dress, but she brought it to a new level, with signature colours like navy blue and black. Jean Muir perpetuated the all round use of the little black dress.

The team Miss Muir assembled continue to design and make clothes to the same standards that she laid down and achieved in her lifetime, it is impossible to avoid the word, 'Timeless', to describe the designs created by 'Jean Muir' in the 21st Century, the quality of materials and design, combined with the skills of the dressmakers involved in the manufacture of the clothes are a sign that the Jean Muir Label will be available for any woman wishing to have the best for her wardrobe.

London Fashion Week, In February of each year, followed by the Designers Exhibition offers the opportunity to see what is new from British designers, Jean Muir dresses continue to impress for all the best reasons.
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Mary Quant
The Life of Mary Quant
Mary Quant was born in 1934. When she was young, there were no teenage fashions. Young women were dressed like grown-ups or little girls. At thirteen, she designed her own school uniform. She wore short dresses and long socks. After school, Mary went to Goldsmith's College in London}, She didn't enter the College but she met her future husband, Alexander Plunkett-Green. Like Mary he wore unusual clothes, such as purple velvet trousers and pyjama jackets.

In 1955 Mary left college and worked for a hat-maker in London's West End. But soon they opened their own shop. It was called Bazaar and it was the first small shop for women in the King's Road in Chelsea. Mary designed all the clothes and made them on her old sewing machine.

The 1960s are often called the "Swinging Sixties". During these years Mary's designs became very popular. Everyone loved her mini-skirts and coloured tights. Thanks to Mary, London became the fashion capital of the world.

Mary's fashion shows differed a lot from what they had been before. Mary's models didn't walk — they danced to pop music.

Soon Mary's clothes became popular in America too.

At the age of 37, Mary had a son, Orlando. She says: "Becoming a mother was quite the most important thing that ever happened to me."

In 1966, Mary was awarded the O.B.E. (a special medal given by the Queen). She went to Buckingham Palace in a mini-skirt to collect the medal.

Later on Mary started her own cosmetics company.

She designed smart black, white and silver packagings for it, with the Quant daisy symbol that is still the same today.

Today, Mary's business is worth 100 million pounds. She is still designing — not just clothes, but also a perfume called "Havoc" and some other things.

She has now opened the Mary Quant Colour Shop in London's Carnaby Street. 

