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Books and Reading

22.08.2002 [report] [ Population Poll ]




SPEAKING ABOUT BOOK CIRCULATION IN RUSSIA TODAY, IS IT HIGHER, LOWER, OR ABOUT THE SAME AS IT WAS IN THE SOVIET UNION?
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COMPARED WITH SOVIET TIMES, DO BOOKS SELL BETTER, WORSE, OR THE SAME AS BEFORE?
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DO YOU BUY BOOKS, AND IF SO, WHEN DID YOU LAST BUY ONE? 
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ALL PEOPLE CAN BE CONDITIONALLY DIVIDED INTO THOSE WHO READ BOOKS, AND THOSE WHO DON'T. WHICH CATEGORY WOULD YOU ASSIGN YOURSELF TO: THE FIRST OR SECOND? 
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WHAT KIND OF BOOKS HAVE YOU READ IN THE LAST THREE MONTHS? (Any number of response per card; responses of those saying they read books.)
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OPEN-ENDED QUESTION: WHY DON'T YOU READ BOOKS?
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General Opinion
(% of those surveyed in Russia)

Lack of time
13
· "Little time"; "I have no time to read – too much care for my family and myself"; "I cannot find the time"; "I work without days-off, there is no time to read".

Health problems
7
Poor eyesight

· "My eyes see badly"; "I'm almost blind"; "I see badly – there is glaucoma"; "I'm saving my last sight"; "one of my eyes sees very badly".

Other problems

· "My memory is poor – I read and forget it at once"; "I mustn't read because of my bad health condition"; "my headaches"; "I'm very sick".

I don't want to
3
I don't like to read

2

· "I don't like it"; "I haven't liked reading since my childhood".

Not interesting

1

· "It is not interesting to read, I like music more"; "there is no mood for reading"; "I have no interest to books".

I get necessary information from the mass media
2
· "I read newspapers"; "there are other means of information"; "everything can be seen on TV".

No money to buy books
2
· "There is no money for books – only to buy bread!"; "I have read everything I have at home, but I buy nothing new – very expensive for us pensioners who live without money".

Lack of education
1
· "I'm illiterate"; "I read badly – I don't understand"; "I can read only by letters"; "I don't understand them".

There are no good books
1
· "There are no normal books on sale"; "I think there is nothing to read".

No response, wrong responses
75
Nation-wide surveys conducted in 100 residencies in 44 regions, territories and republics. Household interviews August 17-18 2002. A sample size of 1500 respondents.




