Приложение 1

1. Valentine presents.

2. Superstitions.

3. Celebration.

4. History.

5. Valentine cards.

St. Valentine’s Day

A.  In Europe and North America the 14th of February is famous as St. Valentine’s Day. This lovers festival has roots (корни) in several legends. According to one of them Valentine was a Christian priest (священник). He lived three hundred years after the death of Jesus Christ in the Roman Empire. On the 14th of February Valentine was killed because he was a Christian and married couples contrary (против) to the laws of the Roman Empire.

B.   St. Valentine’s Day now is a day of sweethearts (влюбленных). People of all ages send “valentines”, sentimental greeting cards to people they love. Valentines can be heart shaped or can have hearts in them.

  
C. The word “valentine” may also mean a special little present. Flowers and sweets are favourite presents. Before the festival shops are filled with red boxes of chocolate and florists sell thousands of red roses-a symbol of love.

D.   St. Valentine’s Day is not a public holiday, but it is a happy little festival with parties, dances and romantic dinners. Young people decorate their houses with red and white paper. Hearts and arrows are on the dinner tables. Drinks are often coloured red. Sometimes a king and a queen of heart are chosen for the evening of the dance.

 
E.  Nowadays many girls still believe that the first boy they see on St. Valentine’s Day will be their future husband. Some girls try magic spells (магические заклинания) to find out whom they might marry. St. Valentine can grant a wish for you. If you want to try it, write your wish on a thin piece of paper and put it into a little piece of clay (глина). Throw this into water. If the paper comes to the surface without any help you will get your wish.
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