Приложение6
Script of the Film about Uryupinsk.

Dear Sir:

This film was shot to give you basic information on Uryupinsk in order to help you plan your trip. We are certain that this sort of a film about the life of our town will enable us to know each other better.

The name of our town, Uryupinsk, brings a kind smile to the faces of everybody who lives in our country. Thanks to the modern folklore it became a symbol of the Russian provinces, and its residents are accustomed to this sort of fame like those who live in Gabrovo and Odessa. They take the life as it is and use the motives of the jokes and anecdotes in producing souvenirs such as the famous T-shirts with the inscription. “I’ll give up everything and leave for Uryupinsk.” But actually this town-symbol lives its real life, not like in anecdotes, with its own problems, traditions and customs and a particular memory. Uryupinsk is a symbol, but it has its heart and soul. People who live here love it dearly. We are proud of our picturesque river Khopyor. The scenery is simple and majestic at the same time.

        The peaceful green landscapes are very attractive. Long ago different tribes inhabited these lands. The archeologists and historians are very interested in their mysteries. This territory was the boundary of steppe and forest- steppe, which had been the boundary of nomadic and settled worlds for a long time. It was the southern frontier of the Russian state. It was here where Uryupinsk appeared, as fate willed it. It is not quite clear if the Tatar prince Uryup or the word “rube”, which means depression in the local dialect, gave it a name. But it is sure, that like the majority of frontier towns Uryupinsk was founded in the beginning of the 17th century as a small castle on the right bank of the Khopyor. Its founders were the migrants who rushed into the wild and rich lands. They were courageous, brave and energetic people, who took their destiny into their own hands. They became the forefathers of the Don Cossacks.

        Later Don Cossacks in general and Khopyor Cossacks in particular became an important political and economic part of the Russian life, when the Government began to use their force and energy in the interests of the state. The stanitsa became famous over the Cossack lands. It became a well-known market town in the south of the country. Large fairs were held there, and the stanitsa took merchant features.

      The business circles of St Petersburg were preoccupied by the construction of the railway here. The local fairs took the third place in Russia because of their commodity circulation. Lost in the quiet beautiful wildwoods and steppe Uryupinsk only seemed to be sheltered from the revolutionary storms. However it got to know the difficulties of the new life like other small towns.

      The stanitsa became a town in 1929. It turned out, that it was necessary to survive. The history seems to be watching with an ironical smile at how the stubborn Cossack town is fighting against difficulties of the life. And the history sees that it is laughing in vain. There is nothing beyond this small Cossack town’s power.
      The residents of Uryupinsk always loved and took care of their native land and it fed them and came to their help in difficult times. The climate in these places is particular. The meadows are covered with abundant grass. Something beneficial is eradiated here by the heart of the Earth. It is not casual that just in these places handicraft rather rare for Russia has appeared.

Goat breeding and knitting of goats down garments gave the possibility not only to survive, but live well to the overwhelming majority of its people. That is why this monument to the Nanny goat was erected in our town. It is unique not only in Europe but may be in the whole world. This way the grateful inhabitants rendered their wet-nurse and created a symbol of a closed ecological circle: the Khopyor, one of the purest rivers in Europe, a healthy vegetation on its banks and particular goat’s down.

They say, that our age-long rivals from Orenburg, who try to keep their traditions and know-how, are forced to recognize the priority of goat’s down from Uryupinsk. Only a blind cannot notice the great skill and rich imagination of local masters both women and men in knitting. Knitting of goats down garments is not only a domestic craft. The enterprise “Tracery” with experienced specialists and their learners has appeared recently. These tracery garments won gold medals and diplomas at the All-Russian contests and exhibitions and brought fame to Uryupinsk. Afterwards the town became the center of regional contests of masters in knitting.

The Cossacks were free men. Their stanitsas were founded only in places where they were going to live for a long time justly and happily.

The Russians tsars and the foreign sovereigns were obliged to reckon with the Cossacks. This fact went down in history. The free Cossacks had their own laws and traditions. They were simple, but true and just. They didn’t come into lawyer’s books, but they were not lost in time and are living up till now. 

Nowadays the horse and the saber are only symbols of the Cossacks mode of life. But a Cossack can’t forget the things, which made his forefather’s souls strong and courageous. He will tell his children about them and teach them to ride a horse and to learn the traditional Cossacks crafts, for example, to make a whip for their collections.

But the specialists, the horse-riders make use of them. They like the whips made in Uryupinsk, because they are not cruel. The Cossacks never did any harm to the horse.

They were the politicians who invented stories about lead inside the whips.

Beautiful Cossacks songs… They are made up by the soul and sung by the heart. A true Cossack could give his life for the faith, for the tsar and for the Fatherland. They were the three main points of their life, their motto. Their love for God and their Motherland was inseparable. Perhaps that is why wonders happen here. In the old times the Virgin Mary’s icon appeared in the tree near the river and since then it has been held sacred and helps people. Nowadays the images on some old icons became clear and bright again by themselves too.

The holy spring was heaped up with stones in former times. Now it meets people again at the foot of the Holy Mountains, which were renamed in Komsomolskiye. But there is a time for everything. And it is a pleasure of the Cossacks from Uryupinsk to keep their traditions.

There is a path to the Holy spring. They say, if you go uphill, there won’t be 30 sins on you. Sometimes you can see someone on this path.

The view from above is very beautiful. From the top of the mountain you can see the whole town, cosy, green and quiet, keeping order in its streets, living its measured life.

And do believe! The soul of Russia is kept in such small naive towns, which need help and protection from foreign winds.

And till there is somebody on the Bench of love near the town fountain and children are catching the drops of the sun in the water spray, till the majestic Khopyor carries its clean waters, everybody has time to catch the profound sense of the expression “give up everything and leave for Uryupinsk…” even if on a visit. You are always welcome here!                     
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