








                Приложение 3
General Information about  the Life and Creative Work of The Beatles.
We’d like to present you a project “General Information about  the Life and Creative Work of The Beatles ”

It was done by Aleksey Uvarov, Sergey Motorygin and Alexander Ivanov. We’ve chosen  this topic, because we want to know more about The Beatles after we have watched Paul McCartney’s concert in Moscow and St. Petersburg on TV and learned their song  “When I’m Sixty-Four”. We have read some books about their life, articles from the magazines, we have found a lot of interesting information in the Internet and we are very grateful to Ira Pozhar the former pupil of our school who has given us a wonderful CD which contains everything about The Beatles. We have found a lot of photos, pictures and posters. So we will illustrate our project with them. Now we are presenting you the main facts of their biographies.      

The people who put Britain at the front of the pop revolution of the 1960s were the Beatles. Before The Beatles, British pop music was based on rock'n'roll exported from the USA by singers like Elvis Presley.
Then, in the early 1960s, the new British sound was heard, very different from anything which had so far come from the American side of the Atlantic. This was the Liverpool, or Merseyside, "beat music" (the expression meant pop music with a strong rhythm). Liverpool was not a place which anyone visited for fun. Until the 1960s it was known only as one of Britain's largest ports. Then, almost overnight, it became world famous as the birthplace of the new pop culture which, in a few years, swept across Britain and America, and across most of the countries of the world. Liverpool finally caught the pub​lic's imagination; the "Cavern" (a club which was one of the Beatles' early venues) came to be regarded as a kind of Mecca, so that now it is quite common to see posters in the United States advertising a holiday in Britain with visits to London, Stratford-on-Avon, Oxford, Cambridge, Edin​burgh — and the "Cavern", Liverpool ("You too can breathe the air the Beatles breathed!")
The Beatles were only one of the many groups playing in Liverpool, but soon they became the most popular. The group included Paul McCartney (b. 1942), John Lennon (1940-1980), George Harrison (b. 1943) and Ringo Starr — real name Richard Starkey (b. 1940). Among their most popular songs were "I Want to Hold Your Hand", "Hey, hide", and "Yesterday".
The group was phenomenally popular in the middle and late 1960s. The intense devo​tion of the group's fans, especially the hyste​rical screaming that the Beatles provoked in large crowds of teenagers, was called Beatlemania.
The leader of the group was John Lennon. I’d like to tell you about his hobby, writing poems, funny stories and plays.

You know, that as a rule all gifted people are gifted in everything. John Lennon isn’t an exception. I want to tell you about his literary experiences. In his childhood his favorite book was “Alice in Wonderland”. Rather earlier he began to write his own stories and poems and illustrated them by himself. When he was eleven years old, he made his first book “Sport and speed illustrated”. Under the headline he put “Editor and designer John Lennon”. The book consisted of short stories, jokes, drawing and bright photos of sportsmen and actors. But to John’s regret, nobody paid attention to his literary experiences. But later his short stories attracted  readers. They have lot of word-play and neologisms. And at first his literary experiences seem to be beyond your understanding, but suddenly your reveal some secret sense. It’s very difficult to translate them. You can only try to give the mood and the style of the text. But for this purpose you should make such experiments with Russian as Lennon made with English.

To show you his style, I’ll read you a passage translated from English by Urnov (a publication from a magazine “Literaturnaya Uchoba”).

«Среди многих скучаев в моей заливной книжке примечательна запись о даже дливом дне, что стоял в городке Гастроно графства Вшир в конце Кошмарта одна тысяча восемьсот девяносто второго года. Мы сид ели за обедом, как вдруг Шерлок Хамс получает телемаму. Он смолчал, но я заметил, что брови его нахмырились, лицо поселезнело. Сглотив кекст, он оборотился ко мне, хитро дядя прищученными глазами».

But John could write in a different manner. I have found his Autobiography in the Internet. I’d like to read you a passage from it and retell it in brief.

“As a child I lived a life of uninterrupted calm. I don’t recall feeling desperately sad or unusually happy. Unfortunately that calm was suddenly shattered when my mother died before my fourteenth birthday. Only those who have experienced such a tragedy can imagine how awful it is. I don’t like talking about it because it’s too great a sorrow to be publicized, but I hope all of you who have two parents living will appreciate them. After Mum died, I went to live with my aunt Mimi. She’s the greatest, bless her heart”.

John describes the atmosphere in Liverpool, where he was growing up, his school years at Dovedale Primary and Quarry Bank Grammer. Reading, writing and arithmetic over, he went to Liverpool College of Art. It was always his best subject at school. He failed at maths and science and he wasn’t too hot at history. He cared about music and girls. John and Paul got really keen on music and started teaching themselves the guitar. They formed a duo, calling themselves The Nurk Twins. But than they thought they’d do much better in a larger group. George and Stuart Sutcliffe joined them. They went to Germany and appeared at The Star Club in Hamburg three times.

But writing was only a hobby. Ivanov will tell you about John Lennon and his group as musicians. Working-class musicians, the three guitarists John Lennon (Oct. 9, 1 940-Dec. 8. 1980), Paul McCartney (born June 18, 1942) and George Harrison (born Feb. 25. 1943) first played together as schoolboys with the Quarrymen. In the late 1950s the group was renamed Johnny and the Moondogs, the Moonshiners, then the Silver Beatles (a wordplay on the musical term beat that also paid tribute to rocker Buddy Holly's Crickets). They had been performing in small clubs in Liverpool and in Hamburg, West Germany, when the original drummer was replaced in 1962 by Ringo Starr (born Richard Starky, July 7, 1940). All four Beatles were from Liverpool. The Beatles' first record 'Love Me Do', written by Lennon and McCartney in 1957 was released in October 1962. By the time they led the so-called British invasion of the United States in 1964. The Beatles held the top five spots on the singles recording charts and they released their first film, “A Hard Day's Night”. They also shot their second film "HELP" in 1965. As trend-setters, they popularised long hair, mod dress, hallucinogenic drugs. Indian music, and Eastern mysticism.
      The later Beatles albums were like variety shows a miscellany of rock, blues, country, folk, ballads, social commentary, nursery rhymes. 1920s parodies, and satires of other pop groups, with an occasional injection of surrealism. Most of their material was credited to Lennon and McCartney as a team. Their most acclaimed works were the innovative Revolver (I 966); the single-concept album, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band (1967); the exuberant "White Album," The Beatles (1968); and their last joint effort, Abbey Road (1969). (Let II Be; issued in 1970. had been delayed for simultaneous release with a film and book.)
The last concert appearance of the Beatles was in San Francisco in 1966. Amid public quarrels and lawsuits, the singing idols officially broke up in 1970. Lennon had begun recording with his second wife, the avant-garde conceptual artist Yoko Ono, and McCartney formed the successful soft-rock group Wings with his wife, Linda- Harrison and Starr also recorded solo albums. Many-people hoped that they would gather again, but all their hopes were destroyed when John Lennon was murdered in New York on the 8th of December in 1980. Since that moment all of them realised that this " Magician Fourth " would never gather again.

      The Beatles made Liverpool very famous. Attractive advertisements invite tourists to visit places associated with The Beatles. Shops and stalls advertise such souvenirs as bear mugs, salt-sellers of the type the quartet used. In our opinion the Beatles are still popular. Paul McCartney was twice in our country. Last summer there were more than sixty thousand people on his concert. We have made a special issue of our school newspaper “The Bell” about this group.
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