Приложение 3.
Ronald McDonald House Program


The name of Ronald McDonald is mainly associated with fast food restaurants. Not many people in Russia know that there is Ronald McDonald House Program. More than thirty years ago, the dream of a Ronald McDonald House began in Philadelphia, USA, when Fred Hill’s three-year-old daughter, Kim was diagnosed with leukemia in 1974. After spending countless sleepless nights in hospitals with many other parents and families of seriously ill children the Hills worked to find a better solution. Fred organized his teammates to raise funds to help families like his. He dreamed about a house that could serve as temporary residence for families of children being treated at hospitals. It led to the first Ronald McDonald House, which was opened in 1974. Founders of the first Ronald McDonald House selected the name because this beloved clown is a symbol of happiness to children around the world.


Since 1974, families around the world have been calling Ronald McDonald House a “home-away-from-home”. The idea of Ronald McDonald House is simple: provide a warm, supportive alternative to costly hotels and uncomfortable hospital waiting rooms for families of seriously ill or injured children who are receiving treatment at nearby hospitals. Some children need to travel great distances to get the medical attention they need. In-hospital treatment can last one day, one month, or even longer. For the families of these children, accommodations can be hard to come by; options are often limited to costly hotels or unforgiving hospital chairs and benches. A Ronald McDonald House is more than a place for families to rest at night. More than comfortable accommodations and home-cooked meals, the people of every House - staff members, volunteers, donors and other guests - make it a home. Each day, parents and volunteers spend much time together, children play games and families watch movies. In return, families are asked to make a donation ranging from $5 to $25 per day depending on the House; if that isn’t possible, they stay for free. All Ronald McDonald Houses keep a stocked kitchen for visiting families. Canned goods and non-perishables are great donations for the House, and make it easy for families to fix quick meals and snacks when they have the chance.


Since 1974, the Ronald McDonald House program has helped more than 10 million families. There are 271 Ronald McDonald Houses in 30 countries around the world: the USA, Brazil, Canada, Australia, Mexico, Japan, Finland, Hong Kong, Sweden, Argentina, Scotland, England and others. Many Houses also provide accredited education programs, recreational activities and non-clinical support services. The Ronald McDonald Houses are supported by nearly 30,000 volunteers who donate more than one million hours of their time annually. Every person in every country of the world can support Ronald McDonald Houses making an online donation.
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