Приложение 1

Chatkhan and other musical instruments
Chatkhan is a national Khakas string musical instrument. Today as many centuries ago folk singers (khaidji) do their improvisation to the accompaniment of this instrument. Their technique of singing is peculiar, it is the so called guttural singing (khai).
A musical instrument was usually made by a chatkhan player himself. The first attempts of its factory production were made in the 30-s. A few traditional and modernized instruments were made at the factories and workshops of Abakan, Moscow and Chemogorsk. But the main drawback of a factory made chatkhan is the lack of a peculiar timber of its sound. The experts think that not all the national experience of making a chatkhan has been taken into account in its factory production.
That is why it is so important today to learn and to preserve a tradition of making this peculiar musical instrument for the coming generations.
Some exhibitions of Khakas musical instruments were organized in Abakan. The first exhibition took place in 1978. Eleven masters exhibited twenty three musical instruments there. It must be noted that a number of the strings of the instrument varies. The instruments with six, seven and nine strings were displayed at that first exhibition. An electrochatkhan was also exhibited there. In 1981 the second exhibition was organized where nine masters displayed twelve chatkhan instruments.
Here is the description of a chatkhan made by Aryshtaev A. N. It was exhibited at the show of Khakas musical instruments. It is a six - string musical instrument made of pine and cedar. It is of a trapezium form without any bottom. The length of the instrument is 1160 mm, the width is 168 mm. The strings are metal and of equal diameter. Beneath the strings there are some movable feet of different size that is why the height of the strings is different. It varies from 16 to 18 mm.
