Приложение 2

Текст для чтения (www.en.wikipedia.com)

Thomas Edison was born on February 11, 1847 in Milan, Ohio. He was the seventh and the last child. His family was of Dutch origin.

As a boy, he was full of curiosity. He never stopped asking questions about how different things were made or how they worked. For every question, he made experiments to find the answer. 

Edison didn’t visit any school. His mother home schooled him. By the time he was 12, he was an expert in chemistry and physics.

In 1854 Edison’s family was forced to move to Port Huron, Michigan as his father went bankrupt. Edison needed money for his experimenting. At the age of 12 he sold candy and newspapers on trains to supplement his income. At the age of 15 he bought a printing press to publish his own newspaper. He sold it to passengers.

In 1863 Edison became a telegraph operator. Some of his earliest inventions were related to telegraphy. His first patent was for the electric vote recorder in 1869 but nobody bought it. In 1870 Edison earned 40000$ for the invention of a stock ticker. Then he could found a workshop in Newark, New Jersey where in 1877 he created his famous phonograph.

In 1871 Edison married 16-year-old Mary Stilwell, whom he had met two months earlier. They had three children. Mary Edison died in 1884.

In 1886, at the age of 39, Edison married 19-year-old Mina Miller. They also had three children. Mina outlived Thomas Edison, dying in 1947.

Edison’s major innovation was the first industrial research laboratory, which was built in Menlo Park, New Jersey. It was the first industrial laboratory concerned with creating knowledge and then controlling its application.

In 1877-1878, Edison invented and developed the carbon microphone used in all telephones until the 1980s.The carbon microphone was also used in radio broadcasting through the 1920s.

In 1878 Edison formed the Edison Electric Light Company in New York City. He made the first public demonstration of his incandescent light bulb on December 31, 1879. It was during this time that he said, “We will make electricity so cheap that only the rich will burn candles.”

Edison patented an electric distribution system in 1880, which was essential to capitalize on the invention of the electric lamp. That year he founded the Edison Electric Illuminating Company.

The key to Edison’s fortunes was telegraphy. With knowledge of working as a telegraph operator, he learned the basics of electricity. This allowed him to make his early fortune with the stock ticker, the first electricity-based broadcast system. Edison patented the sound recording and reproducing phonograph. Edison was also granted a patent for the motion picture camera or “Kinetograph”. In 1891 he built a Kinetoscope.

Edison was active in business right up to the end. In 1906 he became the owner of his Milan, Ohio, birthplace. On his last visit, in 1923, he was shocked to find his old home still lit by lamps and candles.

Thomas Edison died on October 18, 1931.

Once somebody asked Edison how it felt to be a genius. He answered, “Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent is perspiration”.

