Приложение 1

THE BOSTON TEA PARTY
People who drank tea in Britain and America were considered to have high status. Usually the British used the American whole​salers to distribute tea in the colonies. But in May 1773 the East India Company was about to go bankrupt, and the British government decided to save it by levying a Tea Tax on peo​ple, and also by selling tea in the colonies avoid​ing colonial middlemen. The Americans thought these measures to be a threat to their freedom and in many cities, such as New York, Philadelphia, Charleston, local government refused to take tea, brought by the British ships. However, in Boston the Governor agreed to take tea from the ship Dartmouth, which came on November 28. Two more ships were to come soon. The citizens held several meetings and tried to make Thomas Hutchinson change his mind, but nothing helped. Samuel Adams was the chairman of the meetings. At last they decided to disguise as Indians, board the three ships, and dump the cargo into the harbor. By 9 pm, their work had been done: 342 chests of tea worth approximately 10.000 pounds floated on the water.

In response, the British government issued the so-called Coercive, or Intolerable, Acts. It called for closing the port of Boston until the tea was paid for and prohibiting all but coastal trade in food and firewood. Coercive Acts included Government Act, Justice Act, new Quartering Act, which limited the freedom of colonists in different ways.

Therefore, the colonists agreed to send delegates to Philadelphia in September, and find the way out of this situation.

