Приложение 1

Native Americans

More than twelve thousand years ago the first American Indians came to Alaska from Asia.

In small groups they crossed a land bridge where  the Bering Strait now lies. This slow migration went on for thousands of years. From Alaska the Indians travelled  on southward. Some of the tribes stayed in North America, while others kept on moving to Central and South America.

The migrants belonged to different tribes and groups of different civilizations. Different tribes had quite different languages. There are about two hundred separate Indian languages in North America, to say nothing about South America. Each of these languages has its own grammar and vocabulary.

The migrants entered a new world in which there were no people at all. But there were many animals to hunt, and there were forest, where fruit, berries and other food could be found. After many centuries some of the tribes learned how to grow Indian corn, which grew wild in parts of the country. Other tribes lived on the great plains and got their food by hunting and fishing.

The American Indians have their own culture, languages, and traditions. These Indian men of Montana dress like this for tribal dances and ceremonials. Some of them paint their faces with bright colours.

The Indians in the Ohio River region developed a high level of civilization. They left man-made hills (mounds) formed in the shapes of animals. The largest one is more than three hundred meters long. These animal-shaped mounds are found mostly in the states of Wisconsin and Ohio. No one knows what they were used for.

Scientists believe that there had been a rich culture in North America many hundreds of years before Europeans came.

