Air and water pollution

You have read a lot of interesting things about the air, the sun, the sky, the clouds, the rain, about rivers, seas and oceans. All these things around us are parts of our environment. Plants, animals and people need clean land, clean water and clean air. But .some people have not learned how to take care of our earth. They are doing harmful things to our land, water and even air. They are making pollution. You can imagine what happens to a living thing if its environment is polluted or changed in a harmful way.
Of course, you cannot see some of the pollu​tion in our country, but as you read this book, you will find out about it.
We are worried about water pollution in the country. Most big cities pour their waste into seas and rivers. For a long time people did not understand the danger. The first alarm came from Japan. Some sixty people died because they had eaten polluted fish. We love rain. Rain helps our plants to grow big and strong. But sometimes the rainwater is not as clean as it could be. Man-made chemicals get into the air and mix with the rainwater, making acid rain. The acid water runs into rivers and lakes. The rivers and lakes become so acid that fish cannot live there.
We like to go to the river, lake or sea to swim. But if there are chemicals in the water, it is not safe enough for swimming. If the water is pol​luted, it can make us sick.
Another kind of pollution is air pollution. When there are too many harmful things in the air, it is polluted.
People and animals need clean air with plenty of oxygen in it. Oxygen is added to the air by plants. So you understand how important it is to have a lot of trees, bushes and grass.
Fume from the chim​neys of factories, gases which are in refrigera​tors and sprays pollute the air. They damage the ozone layer that covers the earth. This layer of gas protects us from the dangerous rays of the sun. There are now holes in the ozone layer because there are too many gases in the air.
With the help of sput​niks   our   scientists   dis​covered two large holes in the ozone layer.  One is over the North Pole and the second over the South Pole, over Antarctica. It is   very   dangerous   for people   as   it   can   make them sick.
Some   people   pollute the air by smoking. Too much smoke in the air can hurt our lungs.
The wind blows a lot of the air pollution out to sea. Sometimes the rain helps to clean the air, but sometimes the rain water mixes with the gases in the air. Then the air pollution also be​comes land and water pollution.
Air and water pollution is one of the problems millions of people are worried about today.
Air and land pollution

The planet Earth is our common home. Every​thing is connected on the earth. If something goes wrong in some part of the world, everybody suf​fers. People's activities can make the environment unhealthy. If they are doing harmful things to our land, they are making pollution. Too many people making too much pollution will hurt the country.
People are producing too many gases and be​cause of that the earth is getting hotter. These gases hold heat. Plants and trees help to take gases, such as carbon dioxide, from the air, but we have now destroyed too many trees. There are not enough trees and plants to do this job.
Because the earth is getting hotter, the ice is melting. Because the ice is melting, the level of the sea is slowly rising. Scientists say that in the year 2050 some parts of Great Britain will be un​der the sea.
Another problem of land pollution is making large piles of trash. Trash is made of boxes, bags, paper, cans, plastics, clothing and bottles. It is also made up of old food called garbage.
Some trash gets burned. When plastics and some other man-made things are burned, gases are given off. Too much of these gases can make people and animals sick.
There will not be as much trash if we learn to use things over and over again. One way to do this is by changing some old thing into a new one. Then it is used again. It is not thrown away.
Another problem of land pollution is using too many chemicals to grow vegetables and fruit. Too many chemicals in the ground can harm the soil. If our vegetables, fruit and meat are grown without chemicals, they will be safer for us to eat.
So you see how many problems people have got because of water, air and land pollution. All this makes people worry about their environment.

Oil and gasoline

The air, water and land can also be polluted when oil and gasoline are burned. This kind of pollution comes from cars, lorries, buses and ships. Burning oil and gasoline in motors send many harmful things into the air, water and land. We take these tiny pieces of harmful things into our bodies through our noses and mouths. Too much of this kind of pollution can make us sick.
A lot of goods and products come to the coun​try by ship or plane. Ships and planes use oil and make pollution. There will be less pollution if we get more of our own food. Besides the food comes in boxes and plastic. If we grow our food here, there will be less trash to harm our land. Many countries buy oil and carry it by ship. The oil sometimes leaks out of the ships into the water. Some ships clean their tanks in the ocean even though this cleaning is against law.
Ships can hit reefs and sink. If that happens near the shore oil and tar cover the water and the beaches. Many animals, birds, plants and shells die.
Of course, the worst kind of pollution comes from nuclear power. It can make the air, water and soil become radioactive because it produces radioactive waste. It can be dangerous for thou​sands of years.
So you see that pollution is a serious problem. Is it only factories, big ships and cars that pol​lute? No. It is you and me as well. Everyone pollutes in some way. If you drop litter, you pol​lute. Each one of us must try to pollute as little as possible.
Many scientists study the environment. They have helped find ways to stop air and water pollution. There are laws to help clean up our land, water and air.
People must take care of the earth, and it will be a healthier place for all living things.
