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Today, Australia is a modern, industrial country, independent from Britain. In total about eighteen million people live there. It is the world’s biggest producer of wheat, meat, sugar, and fruits. The capital, Canberra, is much small than biggest city in Australia, with a population of about 285 000 people.
More about Australia.

People usually say that Europeans discovered Australia in the 1600 s. In fact there were about 300 000 aboriginal people when Abel Tasman arrived there in 1642. They came to Australia from Southeast Asia about 12 000 years before Tasman. The Aborigines lived in Australia completely undisturbed. But in 1770 when James Cook arrived in Australia, he declared that eastern Australia belonged to Britain. At this time Britain was looking for a place for prisoners and Australia was the perfect place and in 1778 British government began sending prisoners to Australia. Then many free people arrived in Australia and in 1850 they discovered gold.
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The Europeans stole their land and killed thousands of Aborigines. Europeans also brought new diseases with them and in some places no one Aborigine survived.

Now the population of Aborigines is 120 000. It is becoming harder to continue their traditional way of life.  
