THE EARTH ASKS FOR HELP
"If you don't think about the future, you will not have it"
John Galsworthy
The subject of the natural environment is one that provokes increasingly grave concern for the future of mankind. Scientists are unanimous in calling the situation an ecological crisis.

Why? What makes people worry about it? Can we overcome it?

These are the questions, which you'll try to answer while studying this course together with your teachers.

Yours and Mine
The sun, the trees, the grass, the sky. 
The silver moon that's sailing by. 

The rain and dew and snowflakes white.

The flowers sweet and stars of night 
The song of birds, wind whispering-
Such lovely things to hear and see 

Belong to you, belong to me.

UNIT 20

 NO TIME TO WASTE
From the information we studied it is evident that the contradictions between man and his environment are great, important, dangerous, etc.

I.
Find 10 adjectives to characterize them.
II.
Project
Complete the questionnaire.

1.Put the following environment problems in line from 1 up to 6 starting with the most vital from your viewpoint.

the air pollution
1...
the acid rain

the pollution from cars
  2...

the hole in the Ozone Layer          3...

the greenhouse effect
  4...

the water pollution
  5...

too much garbage

disappearing animals
  6...

the rainforests

desert growing

climatic changes

2.
Choose a pupil to compare the results and to draw a chart illustrating
the results as in Unit 1.

3.
Discuss the results.

III. Read and translate the text using dictionaries.
For hundreds of thousands of years, the human race has thrived in Earth's environment. By 1800 there were 1 billion people on the planet. That number had doubled by 1975. If current birth rates hold, the present population of 5.1 billion will double again in 40 years. The frightening irony is that our success as an organism could condemn the Earth as a human habitat. We have upset nature's sensitive equilibrium-disgorging noxious gases into the atmosphere, dumping toxic waste into rivers and oceans and tearing up the countryside to accommodate our rubbish.

                 Find the topical problem, touched upon in the text. 

                Do you think the increase in human population has affected the environment?

IV.
Read what the population growth causes. Use dictionaries.
What would happen if we did nothing about the threat to the Earth?

Computers project that an accumulation of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere could drive up the Earth's average temperature from 3'F to 9'F by the middle of the next century. Sea levels would rise by several feet, flooding coastal areas and become uninhabitable. Water contamination could lead to shortages of safe drinking water.

In the last decade of the 20th century, we were at a crucial turning point. The actions of those now living will determine the future and possibly the very survival of the species. Spurred by poverty, population growth, ill advised policies and simple greed, humanity is at war with the plants, animals and elements that make up the planet and provide for our continued existence. We only have a few years to attempt to turn things around. We must review our wasteful, careless ways; we must consume less, recycle more, conserve energy and adapt our lifestyles for the sake of those who will inherit the planet.

UNIT 21

 WHAT PEOPLE CAN DO

I.
Do you have any ideas about how to protect the environment? If people did the things listed below, what would be the results? Why would it be good for the environment?

· Use public transport instead of private cars where possible
· Buy only products which do not contain harmful chemicals

· Collect old newspapers for recycling into paper

· Drive cars which can use lead-free petrol

· Put pressure on governments to stop building nuclear power stations

· Refuse to buy furs or other goods which come from species of animals
which are in danger

· Save energy by using solar power and wind power

· Stop dropping litter in the street, and in the countryside

· Refuse to buy from companies which pollute the air, land or sea

· Save water whenever possible

· Stop buying goods which come in throw-away containers such as
cans and plastic bottles

Example: If people used public transport, we would save energy and there wouldn't be so much pollution from cars. It would be better if we had electric buses too.

II.
Do you have any other ideas about how to protect our environment?
The following people know what to do. Arrange their statements using the
Passive Voice. Introduce their ideas without using the verbs "to say/to tell".
Example: Ann: We should clean up the air - Ann is sure that the air should be cleaned up.

Tina: We must find ways of preventing oil spills.

Liz: We shouldn't use products, which damage the ozone layer.

Kate: We must change the people's attitude towards the environment.

Max: Governments ought to make tough laws against litter.

John: We can save more energy and water.

Dave: We ought to stop cigarette advertising.

III. Read the text "Business Goes Green" and discuss the way of protecting the environment described in it.
Business Goes Green!

Many cities around the world today are heavily polluted. Careless manufacturing processes employed by some industries and lack of consumer demand for environmentally safe products have contributed to the pollution problem. One result is that millions of tons of glass, paper, plastic, and metal container are produced, and these are difficult to dispose of. 
         However, today, more and more consumers are choosing "green" and demanding that the products they buy are safe for the environment. Before they buy a product, they ask questions like these: "Will this hairspray damage the ozone layer?" "Is the packaging biodegradable?" "Will it break down in a trash dump?" "Can this metal container be recycled or can it only be used once?"

A recent survey showed that two out of live adults now consider the environmental safety of a product before they buy it. This means that companies must now change the way they make and sell their products to make sure that they are "green", that is, friendly to the environment.

Only a few years ago, it was impossible to find green products in supermarkets, but now there are hundreds. Some supermarket products carry labels to show that the product is green. Some companies have made the manufacturing of clean and safe products their main selling point and emphasize it in their advertising.

The concern for a safer and cleaner environment is making companies rethink how they do business. No longer will the public accept the old attitude of "Buy it, use it, throw it away, and forget it". The public pressure is on, and gradually business is cleaning up its act.

VIII. Read some more examples of what pupils think about the planet's
future and the ways they try to decide its problems.
Henrietta (aged 8): The biggest problem with the environment is the ozone layer; there's a hole, and it's getting bigger. It's made by cars and airplanes - things which give off fumes. There should be a law that you aren't allowed to go to school by car because the fumes go up into the ozone layer and muck it up.

Eryn (also aged 8): The ozone layer's like a piece of paper covering a rock. It's meant to protect us. I'm scared the hole will get bigger and move around the world and people will get cancer. I think about it sometimes in bed. That could happen in our time. We should stop using aerosols, because they get squashed and all the poisons come out. And we could use horses instead of cars.

Henrietta: We could get tandems, and longer bikes, so children could ride on the back. Cars should be very, very expensive. I heard a woman on the radio saying she didn't care about the ozone layer because she wouldn't be alive, but it's our family who will die.

Eryn: You also get bad pollution from burning down the rainforest. People should leave things alone if they don't own them. There should be fines for destroying the rainforest. And we should give money to poor people in Africa and places.

Henrietta: We should spread out the people evenly. We could say, "Put your hands up all those who want to live in Africa". And then we could spread out the food. There's enough to go round. We could easily grow it. England's a very rich and greedy country.

Eryn: We use up far more of the earth than people in Africa, so it's a good idea for the whole world to discuss the environment, but not prime ministers, because they always vote for their own side. The Queen should go instead.     
    IX. Do you like making posters? Get acquainted with the one on our topic:
                            HELP SAVE THE PLANET

REDUCE

We can help save the planet by reducing the amount of energy we use. Three ways to save energy:

1. Switch off lights when you are not using them.

   Idea. Make a notice to remind people to switch off lights.

2. Only wash clothes when they are dirty. Never wash single items. Only use the washing machine for a full load.

3. Have a bath with a friend.

REUSE

We can help save the planet by reusing things. Plastic bags.

Don't get new plastic bags every time you go shopping. Keep old plastic bags and take some with you when you go shopping.

          Idea. Make a plastic bag sausage to keep your plastic bags in.

RECYCLE

We can help save the planet by recycling materials.

Keep all aluminium cans and find somewhere where you can take them to be recycled.

Idea. Crush the cans to make them smaller.

                                        Amanda Julian

                                        12th November

X. Project
Now you know much about our environment and its vital problems. Make your poster with a classmate of yours. Touch upon the most serious of these problems and give the ways of solving them. You can work under the titles:

"Is there a future for us?"

"No Time to Waste"

"Help save the planet"







