                               Приложение 

                       Russian winter festivals

       In Russia winter is rich in festivals. It is a time to celebrate though it is cold, frosty and snowy.

      The Russians celebrate New Year's Day, Christmas, Old New Year’s Eve, Epiphany and Shrovetide in winter.

      Christmas-tide is the period from January 7 till January 19.It was established by the Church in honor of the birth of Jesus Christ. At the period people used to walk wearing fancy costumes and singing songs, they went from house to house giving and receiving gifts and treats.

     Christmas is a religious holiday, which is celebrated on the 7th of January. As a rule people go to the church and stay for a service. We have parties at home and cook festival dinner for the whole family. The New Year Tree is still decorated.

      The Old New Year’s Eve is a holiday is found in any other country. It is celebrated on the 14th of January. The Russians have parties at home with festival supper. There is an old tradition of meeting the first visitor is observed in some regions of Russia. It is believed that the first visitor to enter a house on New Year’s morning must be a man not a woman. It means that good luck will follow the family throughout the year.

       Epiphany is celebrated on the 19th of January. It is the Christian holy day in memory of the coming of the three kings from the East to see the baby Jesus and to baptize him. Nowadays people go to the church and take water home. My grandmother always goes to the church and brings”holy water” home. On the Epiphany’s Eve girls used to tell fortunes. Many Russian writers described this tradition.

       Nowadays some girls try to tell fortunes on this day. Usually the period of Epiphany is very cold, frosty and snowy. It is called the” Epiphany frosts” or ”Kreshchenskie morozy” . 

       Shrovetide is celebrated as the Farewell-to –Winter. On the day people have fun. They ride a troika, play snowballs, build townlet , climb a pole for a gift. Eating pancakes on the day is a pagan tradition. It is connecter with glorifying the sun: the pancakes are oval as the sun. Father Frost and Spring the Beauty are the main character of the festival. The highlight of the Shrovetide is burning the scarecrow of Winter. 

