LISTENING

The past century — and the past 50 years in particular — has been of extraordinary importance for the development of international law. At the beginning of the century, the principle was accepted that the waging of war was not without restraint. There were accepted notions of 'protected persons' and of 'combatants' and 'non-combatants.' The Permanent Court of Arbitration was set up: then the Permanent International Court of Justice, both in the Hague. Later came the League of Nations, the first generalized international organisation dedicated to peace and stability. This, with the Permanent Court, was the guarantor of departure for contemporary human rights.
  In turn, the United Nations became a truly universal international organisation and its Charter and State have allowed great flexibility in what it does and how it is done. As international relations developed and new technologies arrived, the subject matter of international law became almost infinite. No longer was it just about the use of force, the law of the seas, territorial title and minority rights. It came to include trade, human rights in general, the environment, outer space...
The International Court of Justice sits as successor to the old Permanent Court of International Justice and deals with disputes on all these topics, involving nations around the world.

Whatever the 21st century brings, it is likely that British international lawyers will be in the thick of things. They have played a major part in developments throughout the century: as practitioners and judges in myriad international tribunals; as teachers and mentors; as officers of international organisations; and as advisors to government.
(В.М.Павлоцкий. ENGLISH. KEY TO SCCESS. Upper-Intermediate. Издательство КАРО С-Петербург 2003 с.233)
CARD 1.  Match an organization from list A with its description  in list B. Use the letters only once. There is one extra letter which you do not need to use.
A                                                                             B
1. The Permanent Court of Arbitration        a) a truly universal international organization

2. The International Court of Justice            b) the guarantor of departure for  human rights
3. The League of Nations                             c) as advisors to government

    4. The United Nations 
                                                                         d) as successor to the old Permanent Court of  






          Justice

5.British international lawyers          
       e) the first generalized organisation dedicated  to 





         peace and stability
                                                                      f) has banned the death penalty

CARD 2                                             Useful language:
I'm afraid I disagree with you....                                      Well, I must say....

Let me explain. You see....                                               I'm not sure in fact....

That's quite right.                                                              How right you are.

I absolutely agree....                                                          I'm of the same opinion.

I'm with you there.                                                           As far as I (know, remember).

In my opinion....                                                               To my mind.....

But don't you think that.....                                              On the other hand...

