Slides

    (Slide 1) Introduction.  
(Slide 2)“There is no one who would be an island in itself: each person is a part of the Continent, a part of the Land; and if the Wave takes down the coastal Rock to the sea, Europe will be less...; the death of every person also reminds me that I am alone with all Mankind. That is why I never ask for whom the Bell tolls: it tolls on thee “. (G. Donnas, writer)

...Undoubtedly, we can say these words about languages of national minorities, about rare languages of people occupying our continent. About their history, a modern condition, struggle for a survival which is simultaneously a struggle for the cultural and linguistic variety in Europe. From the Atlantic up to the Urals, minorities tend to carry their linguistic equality and use their languages on the same level with government. However, even when authorities support minorities of languages, it is a support; it frequently is insignificant or insufficient for their preservation and free development.
(Slide 3)A language dies only when the last person who speaks it dies. There is nothing unusual about a single language dying. Communities have come and gone throughout of history, taking their languages with them.

The basic aim of our project is to show the importance of a language as the treasure of culture in conditions of new humanistic mentality.

 What is happening today is extraordinary. It is language extinction on a massive scale. According to the best estimates, there are now about half are going to die out during the next century. This means that, on average, there is a language dying out somewhere in the world every two weeks or so. Even a language with 100000 speakers is not necessarily safe. It will not die next week or next year; but there is no guarantee that it will still exist in a couple of generations’ time. Many things can kill a language, from natural disasters to cultural assimilation and genocide.
(Slide 4) From 6 thousand languages of the world in the following century, approximately half can pass in a category "dead".  There are 11 branches in Indo-European family of languages.  Practically every branch has its own dead languages. There are 22 dead languages in this family. Technological achievements make people unable to communicate with each other, but for this dialogue, the most widespread languages are used. The main one now is English. Linguists of the various countries call the governments to use their best efforts for the preservation of languages of minorities. Otherwise, they will be completely absorbed, for example by English, Arabian or Spanish languages.
  (Slide 5)  Cultural variety is one of the basic values of the European Unite. If Russia starts render greater respect to the minorities, it will promote the peace and stability and it will make the country the better partner and the neighbor of EU.

In XVIII century in Siberia, there were Christian preachers from Russia. There was a revolution, which has caused new changes. Children of Khants have been sent to boarding schools, adults to collective farms where they have been forced to speak Russian.
(Slide 6) When oil had been found out in Siberia in 1960-th, millions of Russian workers have captivated the grounds of Khants, to work in there chinks and to build the cities. Demoralized Khants either have adapted and assimilated, or got drunk. 

"Some people say, that they were illiterate, could not read and write. Well, Russian have brought culture, literacy, formation, but they have destroyed their traditions”
"Russia opens doors for studying.  But your native language and traditions are your roots. If you lose them, you will lose yourself”
(Slide 7) So the main reasons of language extinction:

· Absence of genetic protection of people of the North from many infectious diseases, which proceed them much more hard, than usually, because of centuries-old isolation; 
· Distribution of the tuberculosis among local population;
· An alcoholic poisoning and the alcoholism as consequence of absence of genetic protection;
· Migration (violent during Soviet times and voluntary presently) and the urbanization.
There are three conditions, necessary for a survival of language: 

· the larger culture of which it is a part needs to have a respect for minority languages;

· there needs to be a budget for courses;  

· the local schools should be provided by necessary 
materials and teachers
 (Slide 8-9) We have researched the national content of gymnasium №2 and our district. Unfortunately, we have come to the conclusion that the main language in our district is Russian. Besides, the different nationalities of our district consider Russian as their native language.

The given research cannot be considered as finished because the further work on the given theme is planned to be continued.
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