Scene: A British army base.

Characters: Captain



  Private Large



  Private Small



  Private Potter

  The Captain, Private Large and Private Small arrive, marching.

Captain: Left, right! Left, right! Left, right! Halt! Attention!.. Private Large

Private Large: Sir!

Captain: Private Small!!!

Private Small: Sir!

Captain: Private Potter!.. Private Potter!.. Where is Private Potter?

Private Large: I don’t know, sir!

Private Small: Haven’t seen him, sir!

Captain: Private Potter!!!

  Potter arrives in not-very-military style.

Private Potter: Here I am! Hello! Sorry, I’m a bit late – I couldn’t find my cap.

Captain: get in line, Private Potter! Left, right! Left, right! Left, right! Halt! Attention!

  Potter is now in line with Large and Small.

Private Potter(To Large and Small): Did you take my cap?

Captain: Private Potter!

Private Potter: yes?

Captain: Yes, sir!

Private Potter: Captain, you don’t have to call me “sir” – I’m a private.

Captain: Private Potter, when you speak to me, you call me “sir”! 

Private Potter: Oh, sorry – I forgot… sir.

Captain: That’s better. I want to talk to you. In fact, I want to talk to all of you. You’re in the army, right?

Private Large:

Private Small:                   Right!

Private Potter:

Captain: And in the army, there are some things you must do, and some things you mustn’t do. Isn’t that right, Private Large?

Private Large: Pardon, sir?

Captain: In the army, there are some things you must do, and some things you mustn’t do.

Private Large: Yes, sir!

Captain: Give me an example!

Private Large: I don’t know, sir!

Captain: Private Large?

Private Large: Yes, sir!

Captain: You’re an idiot!

Private Large: Thank you, sir!

Captain: Private Small!!!

Private Small: Yes, sir!

Captain: Give me an example!

Private Small: An example of what, sir?

Captain: An example of some things you must do in the army!

Private Small: Oh, right… Er…

Captain: Come on!

Private Small: You must get up in the morning, sir!

Captain: What?

Private Small: You must get up in the morning, sir!

Captain: No, Private Small, that’s wrong. Correct him, Private Potter.

Private Potter: You mustn’t get up in the morning!

Captain: No!.. Private Large!

Private Large: Yes, sir!

Captain: Did you hear Private Small’s example?

Private Large: Yes, sir!

Captain: It was wrong, wasn’t it?

Private Large: Yes, sir!

Captain: Why was it wrong?

Private Large: I don’t know, sir!

Captain: Private Large?

Private Large: Yes, sir?

Captain: You’re still an idiot!

Private Large: Thank you, sir!

Captain: Listen, getting up in the morning isn’t just an army rule. Everyone had to get up in the morning.

Private Potter: Not necessarily, sir. A lot of people don’t have to get up in the morning.

Captain: You mean lazy people, Private Potter?

Private Potter: No, not lazy people – people who work at nights.

Private Small: Or in the afternoon.

Private Large: Or in the evening!

Captain: Silence! All right, all right. The rule in the army is this! You must get at 5 o’clock in the morning. Isn’t that right, Private Large?

Private Large: Yes, sir!

Captain: Isn’t that right, Private Small?

Private Small: Yes, sir!

Captain: Isn’t that right, Private Potter?  

Private Potter: Yes, sir!.. But it’s stupid.

Captain: What was that?

Private Potter: It’s stupid getting up at five o’clock in the morning.

Captain: Why is it stupid getting up at five o’clock in the morning, Private Potter?

Private Potter: It’s too early.

Captain: Too early?!

Private Potter: Yes, it’s much too early.

Private Large: I agree, sir!  

Private Small: So do I, sir!

Private Potter: Why can’t we stay in bed until seven o’clock?

Private Small: Or eight o’clock?

Private Large: Or lunchtime?

Captain: Silence! You have to get at 5 o’clock in the morning because.

Private Large:

Private Small:             Yes!  

Private Potter:

Captain: Because we may be attacked by the enemy!

Private Large:

Private Small:           Ah!

Private Potter:

Private Potter: But it’s also stupid. 

Captain: What?

Private Potter: If the enemy know that we get up at five o’clock – 

Private Large:

                                   Yes?

Private Small:

Private Potter: They’ll attack us at four o’clock.

Private Large:

                                   Oh yes!

Private Small:

Private Potter: So… if we stay in bed until twelve o’clock midday – 

Private Large:

                                Yes?

Private Small:

Private Potter: The enemy will come at eleven o’clock!

Private Large:

                               Oh yes!

Private Small:

Private Potter: And that’s a much better time to be attacked.

Private Large: I agree, sir!

Private Small: So do I, sir!

Private Potter: And another thing – 

Captain: Silence! Private Potter, you’re wrong! You must get at 5 o’clock!

Private Potter: But why?

Captain: Because you’re in the army. It’s an army rule. Now can anybody give me an example of something you mustn’t do in the army.

Private Small: Yes, sir!

Captain: Well done, Small! Let’s have you’re example. What mustn’t you do in the army?

Private Small: You mustn’t cross the road, sir!

Captain: Er?

Private Small: When the little man is red, sir!

Captain: What?

Private Small: You mustn’t cross the road when the little man is red, sir!   

Captain: What little man, Private Small?

Private Small: The little man on the crossing, sir. On the red light, sir!

Private Large: He’s right, sir. You must wait until the little man is green, sir.

Captain: Private Large!

Private Large: Yes, sir?

Captain: you know, I said, you were an idiot…

Private Large: Yes, sir?

Captain: I was wrong.

Private Large:  Thank you, sir!

Captain: You and Private Small are both idiots!

Private Large:

                               Thank you, sir!

Private Small:   

Captain: ‘You mustn’t cross the road when the little man is red.’ Do you really thing that’s something you mustn’t do in the army?

Private Small: Yes, sir.

Captain: Private Small, you must understand the difference between general rules and army rules. There are some rules just for the army.

Private Large: Can you give us an example, sir?

Captain: Yes,  Private Large – an example. You must never give information to enemy agents.

 Private Large:

Private Small:           You must never give information to enemy agents.

Private Potter:

Private Small: Excuse me, sir. 

Captain: What is it, Small?

Private Small: How do you recognize an enemy agent, sir?

Captain: Well, they are either men -     

Private Large:

Private Small:           Yes.  

Private Potter:

Captain: - or women.

Private Large:

Private Small:           Oh!  

Private Potter:

Captain: Some of them wear dark glasses –

Private Large:

Private Small:           Yes.  

Private Potter:

Captain: Some of them wear ordinary glasses – 

Private Large:

Private Small:           Oh!  

Private Potter:

Captain: - and some of them – 


Private Large:

Private Small:           Yes?  

Private Potter:

Captain: - don’t wear glasses at all!

  Large, Small and Potter panic.

Captain: Silence! Now, what have we learnt about life in the army? Private Large!

Private Large: You must get up at five o’clock in the morning, sir!

Captain: Correct! Private Small!!!

Private Small: You must never give information to enemy agents, sir!

Captain: Correct! Private Potter!!!

Private Potter: You must always call the Capitan “sir”… sir!

Captain: Right! It’s time for lunch! We can all go down to the pub. And don’t forget the most important rule of all.

Private Potter: What’s that?

Captain: You must all buy me a drink! Left, right! Left, right! Left, right!..

  They all march away. 
