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Eric (Canadian): Many people think of my country as a great big, frozen land of ice, up north, with eskimos and red-coated policemen but it’s obviously a very different country from that. It’s a bilingual country, 40% of the population has French as a mother tongue and it has a very dispersed population, but 90% of it lives in a small ribbon of land just 90 kilometres from the US border. In fact probably one of the biggest concerns we have is the effect of US domination on our unique culture, because of TV, sports and such like. I think many of us have an inferiority complex relative to the US. Here in Europe, a lot of the time people think we’re American, it’s annoying.
Mary (Scottish): So our stereotype is that we’re miserable, mean and dour and unhappy with our lot and that we’re a proud people, maybe quite nationalistic, especially in sport – we’ll support any team that’s playing against England. Maybe there’s an element of truth in all of this. I mean you do meet people who are mean but far more you meet people who are generous. I saw a guy collapse in the street and folk were running out the shops and bringing him a chair, and a glass of water and things. You know if somebody collapses in London, folk’ll step over them, assume they’re drunk or whatever. As for whether people are miserable, I remember standing at a bus stop and it was a gorgeous sunny day, real blue sky, you know you don’t see many days like that here, not very often. And I said to the woman next to me ‘Isn’t it a gorgeous day?’ And she said ‘Aye, but we'll pay for it!’ And I thought how can you be so pessimistic when it’s such a gorgeous day.
Rosemary (American): I think that there is a stereotype in the eyes of a lot of British. I think they consider them loud, they consider them in many cases arrogant! Remember they lost the revolutionary war, and they still have this attitude of being, ‘we once ruled you’. And although that was two hundred years ago, I think there is still this attitude that they are the rebellious children, or the rebellious offspring of Great Britain. And, I think it’s very silly as an attitude because I think there are a lot who are extremely narrow, they don’t see beyond their border, they are very arrogant, but there are also an incredible amount who are very aware of what goes on in the rest of the world.
Tristan (English): We’re generally perceived as being quite cold and really quite uptight as well. I know this from my own experience that they’re perceived also as being somewhat hypocritical – two-faced. I don’t think that was in relation to me, I hope not anyway. And I think now they also come across as incredibly yobbish, sort of heavy drinking, potentially violent, which is not entirely my experience.
