Приложение 2

Traditions and customs

There are many great traditions of Wales, but 3 stand out that make it... different from neighbors:

1. The Eisteddfod

2. The Noson Lawen

3. The Cymanfa Ganu

I

The Eisteddfod

Of course, the Eisteddfod is probably the most ancient and certainly the most popular. Most towns and villages conduct Eisteddfod in one way or another. It is simply a competition, but the word translated as a “Chairing”, with the winner being awarded a chair upon which he is ceremoniously crowned to great acclaim (ə’klem - шумно; бурно аплодировать; приветствовать).Winners of local eisteddfodau go on to compete on a country or regional level in which they compete with others from all parts of the country.

The “National” is the largest folk festival in Europe: held in a different town the 1-st week in August each year. One year in South Wales the next year in North Wales.

In the 1860-s the National Eisteddfod Society was Founded, and the modern era of the competitions began. The chief contest is still that of poetry, being separated into two categories: for the Chair and for the Crown. An International Eisteddfod began in 1947 and no one expected much foreign interest. In fact 14 (fourteen) countries took part. Nowadays, the International Eisteddfod takes place in the II-nd (second) week of July at Llangollen læn’goθlən (this town is in the North Wales). One of the early competitors was the great tenor Luciano Pavarotti, who came with his father to sing in a choir from Italy in the early years of the festival and who returned to give a goodwill concert in 1995.

People from over thirty countries come to compete in choral singing, folk-singing and folk-dancing, and the little valley is full of thousands of visitors coming to listen and watch. No English is allowed on the stage of the huge pavilion, one can meet old friends, listen to music, walk through hundreds of pavilions that sell Welsh books and records, art and crafts, goods made of Welsh coal or slate or wool, music and musical instruments, food and drink of all kinds (though alcohol is still forbidden); this festival helps to keep the language and cultural traditions of the Welsh people a live.

II

The Noson Lawen (Merry Night)

The second great Welsh tradition of unknown age is Noson Lawen (or Merry Night).

In Jack Jone’s book “Off to Philadelphia in the Morning” a biography of the great Welsh composer Joseph Parry there is a description of a Noson Lawen held on the estate of Lord Crawshay.

The event was held to celebrate the successful bringing in of the hay harvest, always a big event because of the uncertainly of the Welsh weather. Because corn does not grow in Wales, a good hay crop is essential for winter feed for the cattle and horses.

The neighbors gathered to peel rushes (tə pι: l rΛ∫s - чистить камыш, ситник) around the fire for candle making. During the long, dark winter nights everyone was given a chance to show his or her talents; in modern days performers and professional entertainers held evening parties in halls.

III

The Cymanfa Ganu kumanfə gænu.

(Hymn Singing) himn sιηιη.

The next Welsh cultural tradition is Cymanfa Ganu. This custom is very old it goes back to 1193. One of the old welsh writers wrote that the welsh people: “in their musical concerts do not sing in unison like people of other countries, but in many different parts.

You will hear as many different parts as there are performers who all unite with organic 

melody”.
The history of this tradition is very interesting. In South Wales, Choral societies were founded as one solution to the grave problem of drink. Because of the unsanitary conditions in the rapidly - growing and hurriedly - thrown together housing developments, water was unsafe to drink and beer was drunk in great quantities. Drinking changed the face of valleys. To help the workers occupy their time and keep them away from drinking beer, the choral movement was developed. On Christmas Day, 1837 a procession marched through the streets of Dowlais, joined by choirs from neighboring towns. It was very successful and since that time they decided to hold an annual festival of choirs and at the Eisteddfod at Aberdare in 1846, choral competition was added to the list of events. It has remained ever since as one of the most popular and best attended events. Many hymns have been written expressly for the Cymanfa.

