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Приложение 1
Slide-film WALES
The structure of presentation

I      Introduction

II   Main body

1. History

2. Geography

3. General information

4. Symbols

5. Castles, sights of Wales

6. Cardiff, the capital of Wales

7. Traditions, customs

III   Conclusion (recommendations)
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If you want to get unforgettable impressions you should visit Wales.
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Because only here you can see so many old castles. Four of them Convi Castle, Harlech Castle, Bjumaris Castle and Caernarvon Castle  are so unique that they were included into the list of world’s legacy of  UNESCO. 

But there is no mystery about building so great number of castles. All of them were built to protect and survive against overwhelming odds.
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The history of Wales is primarily a story of struggle. It is tribute to the people of Wales’ determinations to survive against overwhelming odds- a struggle reflected not only in its castle- dominated landscape and its surviving Celtic language, but also in its long literary history. Christian Celtic civilization in Britain, its history continued through the depredations of the Vikings, the invasions of the Normans, the oppression of the powerful Marcher Lords, and the ever-constant, ever threatening power of the English people and the English language.
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The early literature documenting the beginnings of that struggle was followed by a millennium and a half of writing that tells of the survivors – the Welsh people themselves -   people that Dylan Thomas, in the 20th century, praised as “not wholly bad or good”. It tells the story of a people who have managed to retain much of their fullness of spirit despite a very early loss of most out their territory and political independence. It tells the story of a people who are still struggling to avert the loss of their ancient culture and language upon which much of that culture depends.

Wales is one of the beautiful parts of the British Isles. It is a country of hills and mountains, deep rivers and valleys. Wales is situated in the west of Great Britain. Its territory is about 20 000 square kilometers, the population is about 3 million people.

Wales is bounded on the east by the English countries, on the south by the British Channel, and on the west by the St. George Channel. Its surface is mountainous. The highest point is Snowdon – about 3,560 feet. 6% of Wales is covered by forest and it is very good for sheep and beef cattle.

Some parts are good for farming, but the country has very poor land, which is only good for sheep-farming. The sheep provide wool for local weaving industry and the wool is used for beautiful hand-made furniture.

Official name is Principality of Wales – Cymru  is almost a separate nation with its own language, music and Celtic culture.

The capital is Cardiff. Wales has its own flag called the Welsh dragon. Officially it was adopted in 1959. On the flag you can see red dragon on green and white field.
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The hymn is “Land of My Fathers”. It was written by the James (father and son) from Pontypridd in 1856.

The emblem of Wales is the leek and daffodil. There are some legends about it. According to one of them St. David advised his soldiers to decorate their caps with leek before struggle in order to be differ from enemies and it helped them to win. Since that time Welsh people wear leeks on the 1st of March, birthday of St. David.

Daffodil is also the emblem, because from Welsh language “leek” and “daffodil” have the same translation, besides it blossoms on the 1st on March, St.David’s birthday.
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Harp is the musical instrument of Wales. A favorite souvenir for the tourists is a Welsh love spoon. These are made of wood and are carved very beautifully.  Originally, they were made by young men as a love token for their sweet-hearts. There are many different designs demonstrating the skill and love of the hopeful suitor. If the girl kept this present, all was well, but if she sent back, she did not want him.
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Wales attracts many tourists. It is very popular for spending holidays. Every year thousands of people take their holidays at the seaside on the North Coast. There are three national parks here. Some people choose Snowdonia, the national park around Snowdon, the highest mountain in Wales, famous for its picturesque mountain scenery. In the North you can see mainly high rocks in the South of Wales you enjoy the beauty of green valleys and waterfalls.  Villars of famous and rich people are also a great attraction for tourists, for example this castle of Elizabeth times.
Pouis strikes you with magnificent apartments and collection of textyle, bronze, things made of emeralds, sapphires. The other castle Cherk may be called the example of changing styles and tastes in history.
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Its beautiful rooms express how the Middletons’ tastes have been changing for 400 years.

A Norman castle Cardiff can’t be compared with any other castles because of its original style, with a rich collection of precious antiques and priceless treasures. Not far from it there is another Coch Castle.
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They both were restored in the 19th century and both belonged to the 3rd Marquis Bute. He was incredibly rich .The castle is very old, large with thick walls. There are beautiful garden all around it. The view is magnificent. Inside the castle there are many rooms with beautiful furniture, paintings of the Bute family. You can relax and sit by the huge fireplace in Marquis Hall. If you visit this castle don’t miss to see the funny monkeys living in Marquise Bute’s bedroom.

CAERNARVON CASTLE

It was erected by Edward Ι in the 13th century as a symbol of his determination to reduce the Welsh to complete subjection. Knowing that the proud Welsh chieftains would accept no foreign prince, he promised to designate a ruler, who could speak no word of English.
He sent his Queen, Eleonor of Castile, who was expecting a child, post-haste to Caernarvon, and in this cold stone fortress the Queen gave birth to a son. Triumphantly Edward presented the infant to the assembled chieftains as their prince “who spoke no English had been born on Welsh soil, and whose first words would be spoken in Welsh”.

The ruse worked, and that day was created the first Prince of Wales of English lineage.

Since then the eldest son of the ruler of England has usually been designated Prince of Wales.

The investiture of the Prince of Wales is traditionally held in this castle. In July 1969, in Caernarvon Castle Queen Elizabeth II presented her eldest son , Prince Charles, to the people of Wales as their prince.
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THE WELSH FOLK MUSEUM, at St. Fagans, north-west of Cardiff, contains exhibits illustrating Welsh life and customs.
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Harlech [‘ha:lek] Castle is another famous building in the Country of Gwynedd. Built by Edward I in 1285, it was captured from the Lancastrians by the Yorkists in 1468 during the Wars of the Roses and held out for a very long time. The national Cambrian war-song, “The March of the Men of  Harlech”, is said to have originated during the former of these sieges. This is a famous song even today, almost the Welsh national anthem, which Welshmen are liable to sing in  moments of great distress.

CARDIFF AND ITS SIGHTS.
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Cardiff was a fort and during the Roman conquest a castle was built here. The town was built around this castle and at first it was a port for export of iron, steel, and coal.

Finically, industrially and commercially Cardiff is the most important city in Wales. Some people think that Cardiff, because it is a coal town, is dirty. But the city’s civic centre is sparkling clean.
The most interesting sighs of Cardiff are: the National Museum of Wales, the Law Courts and the City Hall. The foundation of the National Museum of Wales in 1907 and of the Walsh University of Wales in 1893 helped Cardiff become a cultural centre. Hundreds of thousands of the inhabitants of Wales live and work in this town and the adjoining county of Glamorgan. Away from the docks Cardiff is a beautiful city. Cathay’s Park is the centre of the centre of the civic life of the city with its exceptionally fine group of municipal buildings. 
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Wales is an ancient country. There are large standing stones here – the same sort of constitution that reached its peak in Stonehenge (Salisbury Plain, England), and equally the staff of speculation. These stones are pre – historic monuments connected with the Druids (Celtic priests).
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In several parts of Wales one can see reminders of the Romans, who left forts, baths and villas. The Middle Ages have left the Welsh abbey and numerous castles (about 500), mostly now reduced to evocative ruins. The Indusial Revolution left its traces in Wales, where slate was quarried, coal mined, and metals extracted from the earth.
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TRADITIONS AND CUSTOMS

There are many great traditions of Wales, but three stand out that make it different from neighbours:

1. The Eisteddfod.
2. The Noson Lawen( Nerry nigh).
3. The Cymanta Gany( Hymn singing).
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Wales is called a “Land of Song”. The Welsh people like to sing very much. Music festivals are called “Eesteddfods”. At the festivals there are competitions for the best poem, the best song, the best singer. The competitions are organized by the Druids. At the festival people speak Welsh, use their national traditions and wear their national costumes.

They are proud of their language and traditions. Many people from all over the world come to these music festivals.
So Wales, in my opinion, is well worth a visit. You’ll enjoy every minute of it and learn a lot of about this beautiful and unusual country.
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