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called magnetite. This magnetite may allow the pigeon lo use the Earth's magnetic field as a navigational aid. It's almost as if the bird has a built-in compass.
Extra eyes and ears
If you work at it, you can train a dog to sit, heel, fetch, roll over or do any number of things. You can do this because of your dog's natural instinct to follow your orders. This instinct has been passed down to dogs from their wild ancestors, who lived as wolves do today. In a wolf pack there is one dominant male, called the alpha wolf. He's the boss and the others follow his lead.
This instinct has allowed people lo train dogs for many jobs. One of the most demanding of all dog jobs — and one that requires a lot of training - is that of the seeing-eye dog for blind people.
More recently a new kind of dog worker has been helping people with physical handicaps to live normal, independent lives. It is the hearing-ear dog, trained to serve as the ears of the deaf. Hearing-ear dogs not only help deaf people live normal lives: they sometimes save lives. A California couple deaf from birth believe that their hearing-ear dog Cookie saved their baby's life. Cookie jumped on their bed and woke them late one night. Her agitation told the couple that something was wrong and they followed her into their baby's bedroom. The baby was choking and had already turned blue. Without Cookie's helping ears, she might have died.
A helping paw
For people in wheelchairs, having a dog trained
to pick up and do things is a great help. These dogs
can fetch newspapers, pick up pens and other
dropped objects, pull open doors and even push
elevator buttons.       '
.    .
■■       Super sniffers
' Bloodhounds have been in the" business of
sniffing out missing or lost people for many years.
T/hey have found children, confused hospital
patients escaped convicts and once even the king of
Scotland.
'  ■' ';
■' Lots of other dogs t Besides bloodhounds work with their noses. Some of the most famous are search-and-rescue dogs who are trained to sniff out skiers buried under avalanches or people trapped in the rubble of buildings ,destroyed by earthquakes.

One new job for supersniffers is finding foods that people try-to smuggle through airports. Airports dogs also sniff out explosives and smuggled drugs, but recently there's been some competition for those jobs. A German police force has switched from dog sniffers to pig sniffers. That may come as a surprise to people who say pigs don't smell good.
Pets keep you healthy
Five hundred years ago, a British doctor named John Keyes recommended that patients use their pet dogs as living hot-water bottles. He believed that dogs' body heat could cure some kinds of stomach pain. Dr.Keyes was wrong. Pets can't "cure" people, but they are good preventive medicine. They help keep people healthy.
People who have high blood pressure (which can cause strokes) should be especially grateful to their pets. Doctors have discovered that too-high blood pressure can fall to healthy levels if the patieni simply pats or talks to a pet. Even watching fish swimming in an aquarium calms people. Perhaps this is why dentists often have aquariums in their waiting rooms.
If you do get sick, get a pet. A study of people recovering from heart attacks shows that those who have pets have twice as good a chance of recovering as those who don't have pets. Pets give sick people a sense of being needed. The message is: "'Get well soon, so you can take care of me!"
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