. Christmas  in Literature
The British author Charles Dickens spread the idea of sharing in his story, “A Christmas Carol”, written in 1854. The part of the story published here tells about a family who does not have the money to live or eat well most of the year, or to pay for a doctor for their crippled son. Yet they consider themselves lucky for what they do have – a close, happy family and generous friends. Reading  together excerpts from “A Christmas Carol” is an important tradition for many American families.
Christmas Eve
On Christmas Eve everything is rush and bustle.  Offices and public buildings close at one o’clock, but the shops stay open late.  Most big cities, especially London, are decorated with coloured lights across the streets and  enormous Christmas trees.  The main line stations, trains and buses are crowded with people travelling from all parts of the country to be at home for Christmas.

In the homes there is a great air of expectation.  The children are decorating the tree with tinsel, various baubles and often coloured lights as well. The house is decorated with holly and a bunch of  mistletoe  under which the boys  kiss the girls.  Christmas cards – with the words   A Merry Christmas to You, or Wishing You a Merry Christmas and a  Prosperous New Year, or With the Compliments of the Season, etc. – are arranged  on  mantlepieces, shelves, tables, and sometimes attached to ribbon and hung  round the walls.

Meanwhile  the housewife is probably busy in the kitchen getting things ready for the next day’s dinner. The Christmas bird, nowadays usually a turkey, is being prepared and stuffed, the pudding is inspected and the cake is got out of its  tin and iced.

In small towns and  villages one may still see carol-singers who come and  stand in front of the house and sing or play Christmas carols.  They expect a Christmas box from  a few pennies or  coppers upwards in return for their musical efforts.  The money collected is then donated to some deserving cause, for example to help destitute old people.
Where Does It  Come From?
Christmas is a joyful religious holiday when Christians celebrate the birth of Jesus Christ.  The Christmas story comes from the Bible.  An angel appeared to shepherds and told  them   that  a Savior had been  born to Mary and Joseph in a stable in Bethlehem.  Three wise men   from the East (the Magi) followed a wondrous star which led them to the baby Jesus to whom they paid  homage and presented gifts of gold,  frankincense, and myrrh.
Mistletoe:  2nd  Century B. C.,  British Isles
The custom of embracing under a sprig  of mistletoe, if  not  actually  kissing  under  it,  originated  in  ancient  Britain  around  the second  century  B. C.,  among the Druids,  the  learned  class  of  the  Celts.

Two  hundred years  before  Christ’s  birth,  the  Druids  celebrated  the  start  of  winter  by  gathering  mistletoe  and  burning  it  as  a  sacrifice  to their  gods.  Sprigs  of  the  yellow-green  plant  with  waxy  white  berries  were  also  hung  in  homes  to  ensure  a  year’s  good  fortune   and  familial  harmony.  Guests  to  a  house  embraced  under  the  auspicial  sprig.  Twigs  of the  evergreen  outside  a  house  welcomed  weary  travellers.  And  if  enemies  chanced  to  meet  under  a  tree  that  bore  mistletoe  (a  parasite  on  deciduous  and  evergreen  trees),  they  were  required  to  lay  down  their  arms  and  forget  their  differences  for  a  day.

The  Druids  named  the  parasitic  plant  omnia  sanitatem, meaning  “all  heal”,  and  prescribed  it  for  female  infertility  and  as  an  antidote  for  poison.  Gathering  mistletoe  was  an  occasion  for  great  ceremony,  and  only  sprigs  that  grew  on  sacred  oak  trees  were  collected – by  the  highest-ranking  priest,  and  with  a  gold  knife;  an  event  later  dramatized  in  Bellini’s  opera  Norma.

Mistletoe  was  a  plant  of  hope,  peace  and  harmony  not  only  for  the  Celts  but  also  for  the  Scandinavians,  who  called  it  mistilteiin.  Its  name  derived  from  mista,  meaning  “dung,”  since  the  evergreen  is  propagated  by  seeds  in  birds’  excrement.  For  the  Scandinavians,   mistletoe  belonged  to  Frigga,  goddess  of  love,  and  the  kissing  custom  is  thought  to  be  rooted  in  this  romantic  association.

In  the  ancient  world,  mistletoe  was  also  a  decorative  green.  During  the  Roman  feasts  of  Natalis  Solis  Invicti  and  Saturnalia,  patricians  and  plebeians  bound  sprigs  into  boughs  and  festively  draped  the  garlands  throughout  the  house.  With  the  official  recognition  of  Christmas  on  December  25  in the  fourth  century,  the  Church  forbade  the  use  of  mistletoe  in any  form,  mindful  of its  idolatrous  associations.  As  a  substitute,  it  suggested  holly.  The  sharply  pointed  leaves  were  to  symbolize  the  horns  in  Christ’s  crown  and  the  red  berries  drops  of  his  blood.  Holly  became  a  Nativity  tradition.

The  Christian  ban  on  mistletoe  was  in  effect  throughout  the  Middle  Ages.  And  surprisingly,  as  late  as  the  present  century,  there  were  churches  in  England  that  forbade  the  wearing  of  mistletoe  sprigs  and  corsages  during  services.
Santa Claus’  Biography
To people all over the world,  Christmas is  a  season  of  giving  and  receiving  presents.  In  Scandinavian  and  other  European  countries,  Father  Christmas,  or  Saint Nicholas,  comes  into  houses  in  the  night  and  leaves  gifts  for  the  children.  Saint  Nicholas  is  represented  as  a  kindly  man  with  a  red  cloak  and  long  white  beard.  He  visited  houses  and  left  gifts,  bringing  people  happiness  in  the  coldest  month  of  the  year.  Another  character,  the  Norse  God  Odin,  rode  on  a  magical  flying  horse  across  the  sky  in  the  winter  to  reward  people  with  gifts.  These  different  legends  passed  across  the  ages  to  make  the   present-day  Santa  Claus.

Christmas  Cards
A  relatively  recent  phenomenon,  the  sending  of  commercially  printed  Christmas  cards  originated  in  London  in  1843.  Previously,  people  had  exchanged  handwritten  holiday  greetings.  First in  person.  Then  via  post.  By  1822,  homemade  Christmas  cards  had  become  the  bane of  the  U.S postal  system.
«Happy  New  Year»
from  ABBA

No  more  champagne,

And  the  fireworks  are  through.

Here  we  are,  me  and you –

Feeling  lost  and  feeling  blue.

It’s  the  end  of  the  party,

And  the  morning  seems  so  grey.

So,  unlike  yesterday,

Now’s  the  time  for  us  to  say…

Chorus:

Happy  New  Year!

Happy  New  Year!

May  we  all  have  a  vision  now  and  then

Of  a  world  where  every  neighbor

is  a  friend.

Happy  New  Year!

Happy  New  Year!

May  we  all  have  our  hopes,  
our  will  to  try.

If  we  don’t  we  might  as  well 
 lay  down and  die.

You  and  I!
Sometimes  I  see

How  the  brave  new  world  arrives.

And  I  see  how  it thrives

In  the  ashes  of  our  lives.

Oh  yes,  man  is  a  fool

And  he  thinks  he’ll  be  okay.

Dragging  on,  feet  of  clay,

Never  knowing he’s  astray,

Keeps  on  going  anyway…

Chorus.

Seems  to  me  now

That  the  dreams  we  had  before

Are  all  dead,  nothing  more

Then  confetti  on  the floor.

It’s  the  end  of  a  decade,

In  another  ten  years  time

Who  can  say  what  we’ll  find,

What  lies  waiting  down  the  line

In  the  end  of  eighty-nine

