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LAWS OF LIFE
Pre-Reading Activities.

A. Discussion.

1. Which ideas come to your mind when you hear the words Laws of Life?

In pairs or groups,  make a list, then share your ideas with the whole class.

2.Do you think that people have the same laws and values regardless of their age, nationality, gender? Explain your views. 

3. If you find that your class-mate's views are different from yours, you can work as a team, try to find arguments pro and contra both positions.

B. Vocabulary.

Today, you will need to understand and use some words and expressions that might be unknown to you.

OBEY  (v) to do what one is told to do, e.g. by parents, teachers, boss

PURPOSE (n) aim, goal

IMBIBE (v) to drink or take in

CONSCIENCE (n) an inner sense of the moral rightness or wrongness of a deed, thought

Reading.
Read the text carefully and answer the following questions:

1. In what country does Irina live?

2. How old is Irina?

3. Does she think that Laws of Life are inborn?

4. Do you agree with her?

Laws of Life

Irina, 12, Novosibirsk, Russia

Each person has to obey some rules,  follow some laws of life. For example, children have to do what their parents tell them, every person also establishes some regulations for himself/herself. From these little remarks from parents: "Don't shout! Be careful!" and thoughts to oneself, like, "I did something good", or "I should not have done that". That's how Laws of Life are built. For each person they are different and they depend on the purposes people have in life, on how the parents raise children, on friends, brothers, sisters. Everything we do also depends on the world we live in. Every person on Earth either realizing it or not really follows these unwritten laws which he imbibes in early youth. If one breaks the laws that exist inside each one of us, one's conscience won't allow them to rest a single moment. Sometimes it is funny, because the outer world is usually the factor which provokes anyone to disobey, to break their own laws of life. I believe that Laws of Life exist in every life, every single moment, even if you don't notice them, even if you never think of them consciously. We must never, never forget about them.
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Post-Reading Activities.
A. Imagine that you are interviewing a famous person, or someone who has an unusual job. Student A may act as a reporter and supply questions to the answers given. Student B should read the answers, given by John Smith, a Peace Corps Volunteer, aged 24, who has recently come to Novosibirsk, Russia, for two years..

A: …

B: I went to Peace Corps because I'm interested in travel. I also wanted to learn another language.

A:… 

B: I felt I wasn't doing any good for anything at home.

A: ….

B: Peace Corps does a variety of jobs, e.g. agriculture, sanitation, teaching, business advising.

A:… 

B: In Russia, it's 80% teaching English, and also a little business advising.

A: …

B: Because in Minnesota, there's winter, and a change of seasons. I didn't feel I could handle, say, very  high temperatures all the year round.

A: …

B: No, I didn't ask specially to be sent to Siberia, but I was glad when I learned that I was coming here.

A: …

B: Yes, people are very friendly, and the Russian hospitality is amazing.

B. Compare your questions with those of other members of the group.

Now switch roles. What else would you ask in an interview? Here is a list of suggested topics:


1. The city of Novosibirsk.

2. Customs and traditions.

3. Climate and Weather.

4. Life Values.

5. Life Challenges.

C. Writing.
Choose one of the above topics as the theme for your own essay about Laws of Life and Life Values. You may offer your own topic if you wish. Be sure to think up a plan before you start writing.

1. Are you going to tell a story about what's really happened to you, or to someone you know?

2. Would you prefer to write a kind of a philosophical essay, like Irina has done?

3. Do you want to read more essays written by students from other countries, and then write your own responses to some of them?

Extension.
If there are Web facilities at your school, you may wish to learn more about Laws of Life, and about the international projects done by students.

.

You may use the following URLs:

<www.iearn.org> to learn about I*EARN, International Education and Resource Network.

<http://www.sch130.nsc.ru/~eva/lol/index/shtml> to read students essays.

If you wish to write about a person who is your role model, or about an exotic place you would like to go to in the future, you may wish to use a search engine, like Yahoo or Infoseek.

Teacher's Notes and Answer Key.

This lesson could be the last one in a series of lessons devoted to discussing Laws of Life, both the project and the topic itself; it could also be used as additional material for speaking about the future, the environment, teenage problems, education, life values, etc.


Learning Objectives:

To develop speaking skills on a given topic (Laws of Life).

To master some new words and expressions.

To practice reading and understanding.

To practice question formation (in the form of an interview, or otherwise).

To revise some narrative tenses: past simple, past continuous, present simple.

Possible Problems:

Students might never have heard about projects. The whole concept of Laws of Life might be new to them. Be ready to explain what it is in more detail, or tell them they will find more information on the Web.

Some words and expressions may not translate easily into their own language. E.g. the word "challenge" has to be explained and retold into Russian, because there is no equivalent.

If Role Play is a new task for them, spend a minute explaining why it is good for their oral skills.
Pre-Reading. Discussion.

Any answers should be accepted. If students have difficulty starting, suggest some obvious starting points, e.g. the Ten Commandments. Let them say what they think, emphasize that any point of view is acceptable. Since the continuation of the lesson will be about Laws of Life, such a discussion will provide a good diversion and will stimulate their thinking.

Be sure they don't skip question 3, let them think about their own place and see it in an unusual way.

Reading - Answers to questions:

1. In what country does Irina live?

In Russia.

2. How old is Irina?

12.

3. Does she think that Laws of Life are inborn?

No.

4. Do you agree with her?

(Any answer would do).

A. Interview - Suggested Questions:
A: Why did you go to Peace Corps?

B: I went to Peace Corps because I'm interested in travel. I also wanted to learn another language.

A: Didn't you want to stay at home?

B: I felt I wasn't doing any good for anything at home.

A: What kinds of jobs does Peace Corps do?

B: Peace Corps does a variety of jobs, e.g. agriculture, sanitation, teaching, business advising.

A: What's needed in Russia?

B: In Russia, it's 80% teaching English, and also a little business advising.

A: Why did you want to go to Russia?

B: Because in Minnesota, there's winter, and a change of seasons. I didn't feel I could handle, say, very  high temperatures all the year round.

A: Did you ask to be sent to Siberia?

B: No, I didn't ask specially to be sent to Siberia, but I was glad when I learned that I was coming here.

A: Do you like it here?

B: Yes, people are very friendly, and the Russian hospitality is amazing.

B. Switching roles.

Students should use the first interview as a prompt, and conduct their own interview, either about Russia, or about any of the problems suggested. This should be a good opportunity to practice their oral skills.

 C. Writing.

Writing an essay, poem or composition about Laws of Life is really your main objective, the outcome of the lesson(s). Depending on the language level of your students, this task may be done as class activity, or at home. Encourage them to formulate their own ideas. Remind them that there are no "correct" versions, they are free to express their own views. 
Extension. Web Research.

Depending on your own situation at school, this task could be done in a variety of ways.

If your students need to master their computer skills, you will have to explain what a search engine is, and to help them use it. Let them type in anything they wish.  Suggest some starting points which may not occur to them, e.g.:

1) Let' see what would happen if we search for our own place. Or let's type NOVOSIBIRSK, the name of the city used in this lesson.

2) Let's type <www.iearn.org> and study the site. We can see News, Projects, Contacts…

If your students are familiar with Web work, let them make their own choices without your prompts. Advise that they write down some URLs as they browse the 'Net for information, to share with the class later.

You could tell them to save the information for future reference. For example, when you study some difficult grammar themes, like the Passive Voice, or If Clauses, you could refer them to the information they already have about youth organizations, projects, professions and occupations, as well as exotic places, and offer some more complicated writing exercises. 

Suggested Composition Themes:

1. The Qualities Required for my Chosen Profession (the Passive Voice review).

2. If I Were a Film Star, I would… (the If Clauses review).

3. My Laws of Life (the Narrative Tenses).
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