Приложение 9. 
READING COMPREHENSION. TEXT 1. IN THE WORLD OF ARTS
People cannot live without music. They listen to music, they dance to music, they learn to play musical instruments. Some of them are fond of pop-music, others prefer jazz, and still others listen only to classical music. 
As for me, I like both pop-music and classical music. My favourite composer is Sergei Prokofiev. He was born in 1891, and when he was six, he began composing music. When he was thirteen, he entered St. Petersburg Conservatoire where his teachers were such famous musicians as N. Rimsky-Korsakov and A. Lyadov. He played his works for the first time at a concert in St. Petersburg when he was seventeen, and two years later at a concert in Moscow.
 Prokofiev composed music to such famous ballets as “Romeo and Juliet” and “Cinderella”, to the opera “War and Peace”. He wrote seven symphonies. His sixth and seventh symphonies are known all over the world. Besides, he wrote nine sonatas, many songs and different pieces for the piano. Prokofiev died in 1953. But thousands of people all over the world still enjoy his wonderful music.

1. FIND IN THE TEXT
2. Мой любимый композитор – Сергей Прокофьев.

3. Когда ему было 13 лет, он поступил в консерваторию в Санкт-Петербурге, где его учителями были такие знаменитые музыканты, как Н. Римский-Корсаков и А. Лядов.

4. Прокофьев написал музыку к таким известным балетам, как «Ромео и Джульетта», к опере «Война и мир».

5. Его шестая и седьмая симфонии известны во всем мире. 
READING COMPREHENSION. TEXT 2. BENJAMIN BRITTEN.

Benjamin Britten is a noted English composer, pianist and conductor. He was born in the county of Suffolk, in 1913. Benjamin’s father was a dentist, and a music lover; his mother played the piano and sang. Benjamin began to play the piano and composed his first musical piece when he was five. After leaving school he entered the Royal College of Music where he studied for three years.

At 19 Benjamin Britten began to work as a musician for a small film company writing music for films and later for radio plays, as well as children’s songs. When the Second World War broke out, Britten gave concerts for the British army, never giving up composing music.

Among his best works is the somber “War Requiem” expressing the composer’s hatred for war and death.

Living in Aldeburgh, Suffolk, Britten started in 1948 the annual Aldeburgh music festival still held in the town every June.

For his achievements in music Benjamin Britten was awarded the Order of Merit in 1956, and made a life peer in 1976. He died in 1976.

ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

1. When was B. Britten born?

2. What were his parents?

3. When did he begin to compose music?

4. What did he do during World War II?

5. What festival did B. Britten start?

6. What award did he get in 1956?

