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2. There are some special days in the US celebrations calendar.

B 1) When is Columbus Day celebrated? (reading for specific
information)

Columbus Day

In the fifteenth century people were looking for an easier route
5 Asia. They travelled south past Africa, around the Cape Horn
o the cast. Christopher Columbus* talked to Queen Isabella’* of
and said that it would be easier to sail directly west to
find the rich treasures of India and Asia. A new route would be
found, he said, and possible new lands for Spain.

On August 3, 1492, he and ninety men went west on the flagship Santax
Maria*. Two other ships, the Nina* and the Pinta*, came with him. Three
ong months went by. His men became tired and sick. On October 11th
Columbus saw a light. The Pinta kept going, and reported that the light was,

n fact, land. The next morning they landed.

Christopher Columbus and his team had expected to see people native to
ndia, or be taken to see the great leader Khan. They called the first people
they saw “Indians”. From the “Indians” they learned that the island was
led Guanahani. Columbus named it San Salvador. When they landed on
island that is now Cuba, they thought they were in Japan. Columbus
d a rich and famous man, but he never learnt that few people knew about

discovered lands.
lebrations marked the discovery until hundreds of years later. The
ontinent was not, even named after Columbus, but an Italian explorer named
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the beginning of Columbus Avenue in New York City.
Americans might not have a Columbus Day if Christopher Columbus had not
been born in Italy. But the Malian population of New York City that wos
proud of their native son organised th first celebration of the discovery of
America on October 12, 1866. In 1869, when Ttalians of San Franciecs
celebrated October 12, they called it Columbus Day.

ohen in 1037, President Franklin Roosevelt* introduced Columbus Day.
Since 1974, it has been celebrated on the second Monday in October,

FAE 2) Complete the information about Columbus Day. (roaciing for detai)

» ‘The purpose of Columbus's expedition was ...
Columbus and his people went ...
They left. ...

They arrived in the new continent ...
Their ships were ..

They discovered ...

They took the new lands for ...

The new continent was named after ...

JEE  3) Find Columbus's route on the map.
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4) How is Columbus honoured in the USA?

Columbus is honoured by ...
Columbus Day was introduced ...
It is celebrated ...




