Приложение 5.
Тема 5. «Праздники в англоязычных странах, традиции, с ними связанные, и образцы поздравлений»

День Святого Валентина.
Текст для отработки в режиме «чтение с полным пониманием»
Traditions and Customs.

No one really knows the actual origin of Valentine’s Day. Many historians, however, seem to trace it to an ancient Roman festival called Lupercalia. This was held on February 15 to honor Faunus, the god of animal life, hunting, herding, the patron of husbandry, and the guardian of the secret lore of nature. After Christianity spread, some think this pagan festival eventually became Valentine’s Day.


Other experts connect Valentine’s Day with two saints of the early Christian church. According to one story, St.Valentine was a priest who would marry young couples against the orders of the Roman Emperor Claudius II, who believed that single young men made better soldiers. This story goes back  to about A.D.200.


There also was another St.Valentine who was a good friend to children. Because he would not worship the gods decreed by the Roman emperor, he was put in prison. While he was imprisoned, the children that he had befriended missed him and brought him loving notes. Many of the notes expressed the thought that “absence makes the heart grow fonder.” He was supposedly executed on February 14 in A.D. 270. Some people think this is why we exchange friendly and caring messages on this day.


Others believe that the word valentine came from a Norman word galatine, which means a “gallant” or a “lover.”


Some people connect the celebrating of Valentine’s Day with an old English belief that birds choose their mates on February 14. This, too, is possible, since spring was less than a month away. The calendar used before 1582 was slightly different from the one we use now. Spring arrived on March 11 on the old calendar.


Many old-fashioned Valentine’s Day customs involved ways single women could learn who their future husbands might be. In England in the 1700s, women wrote men’s names on scraps of paper, rolled each in a ball of clay, and dropped them into water. The first paper that surfaced supposedly had the name of the woman’s true love.


The custom of sending valentine cards started in Europe in the 1700s. Commercial valentines were first made in the early 1800s. Kate Greenaway, a British artist, was one of the leading makers of valentines. Her valentines are known for her drawings of little children and the varied shades of blues and greens that she favored.


Whatever the origin, Valentine’s Day is celebrated in many parts of the world today and is a holiday for both young and old.
MY  VALENTINE

Mary Catherine Parsons

I have a little valentine

That someone sent to me.

It’s pink and white

And red and blue,

And pretty as can be.

Forget-me-nots

Are round the edge,

And tiny roses, too; and

Such a lovely piece of lace,

The very palest blue.

And in the center

There’s a heart.

As red as red can be!

And on it’s written

All in gold, “To You,

With Love from Me.”

Образцы поздравлений ко Дню Святого Валентина.
	Here’s a special valentine

With lots of love for you,

And since you’re very special

Here are hugs and kisses, too!

***
	Not only when it’s Valentine’s Day

But always all year through,

You’re thought about with words of love

And wished much gladness, too!

***

	Sending a wish with lots of heart

For a day that’s happy from the start

***
	Sending a basket of Valentine wishes

Filled with lots of love and kisses

***

	Just a little note to say,

“Have a happy, happy Valentine’s Day

***
	Happiness is having you

For my Valentine.

***

	It’s high time we were Valentines!

***
	With tons of love on Valentine’s Day!

***

	Here’s a valentine, 

And this is what it’s for –

To say that every day

You’re loved

More and more and more

***
	Wits love and a wish for your happiness

On Valentine’s Day and always.

***

	
	If you will be my valentine,

My charming little dear,

The sun can never help but shine

Throughout the coming year

If you will be my valentine,

You’ll see in all your walks

Fresh lemon drops on every twig,

And peanuts on the stalks.

But if from you I never hear,

Nor even get a line,

I’ll ask some other nicer girl

To be my valentine.

	
	


Образцы ответов на поздравления.
	A Sample Valentine’s Day

             Thank You

Dear Dave,

             Your valentine was the

Nicest one of all. I was very

Happy to receive it.

             You made my Valentine’s 

Day a really special one.

                         Your pal.
	A Sample Valentine’s Day

             Thank You

Dear _____________________

             You made my Valentine’s Day very special. You’re such

a nice person.

              Thank you for being so

thoughtful.

                       Best ever,

            ___________________


**********************

Описание практической работы по изготовлению сувенира – открытки с силуэтом поздравителя.
Here’s what you do:
Stand between a bright light and an empty wall. Stand sideways so the shadow of your profile falls on the wall. Use a bright lamp or pick a sunny day when the sun casts a strong shadow.

Tape a sheet of black construction paper against the wall, so your shadow falls on the paper. If the light is bright, it will cast a shadow, even on black paper. The shadow is a silhouette.

Ask someone to trace your silhouette on the paper. Remember to stand very still! Now, you can finish the rest by yourself.

Very carefully, cut out the silhouette and set it aside.

Glue a sheet of white paper to a piece of cardboard. Place the silhouette in the center and glue it in place.

Cut out hearts from the pink construction paper, and cut smaller hearts from the red construction paper.

Decorate the border of the white paper with pink hears. Glue a small, red heart on each pink heart. If you really want to be fancy, add a bit of paper lace from a doily.

Tape red ribbon or heavy yarn to the back of the silhouette. Hang it from a hook or use a bulletin board tack. A silhouette makes an especially nice valentine gift. Do you know someone who would like one?

